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ADVERTISEMENT. 



It is necessary to offer some reason, 
for thus adding another book to the multitude 
daily issuing from the press, upon religious 
subjects. 

I HAVE frequently been asked to 
recommend some work to be put into the hands 
of Servants, for their Sunday reading. Many 
excellent volumes there are, explaining and en- 
forcing the general doctrines and practice of 
our most Holy Faith ; but I have not met with 
any, that treated particularly of the peculiar 
duties of servants, in a form like the present. 

Essential as the good conduct of 
this very numerous class of persons is to the 
comfort and happiness of Society, and sadly as 
their religious principles, on which alone faith- 
ful service, can be founded, are but too often 



VI ADVERTISEMENT. 

overlooked ; I am not without hope^ that the in- 
struction here conveyed, in as plain and familiar 
a manner as I have been able to accomplish, 
may, under that blessings which only can give 
efiBcacyto our endeavours, be of some practical 
advantage to those, for whose best interests it is 
designed ; and through them, to the community 
of which they constitute so large a part 

This Volume was announced by a 
different title; which, however, in compliance 
with opinions to which I feel bound to defer, has 
been altered. 

As the profits of this publication are 
devoted to a charitable purpose, it has not been 
thought advisable, on account of the extra ex- 
pense, to print a list of those persons who, to 
the amount of SOO, have kindly put down their 
names for copies. 

BaOh Jammryy 1829. W. D. W. 



SERMON 1. 



COLOS8IANS iii. 22, -23, 24. 

Servants, obey in all things your makers according 
toiheflesh; not VHth eye service cls men pleaserSf 
but in singleness of hearty fearing God: and 
whatsoever ye do, do U heartily^ as to the Lord^ 
and not unto nien: knowing thai nf the Lord 
ye shall receive the reward qf the inheritance : 
Jbr ye serve (he Lord Christ. , 

GOD has appointed different 
orders and degrees of men in society. He 
has inade each of them to depepd upon 
the other, and all of them upOtt Him* 
Kings are ordained to rufe, nobles and 
magistrates to execute the htws for the 
benefit of the people* The great body of 

B 



the people is divided into many clanes, 
each of them serving and dependmg upon 
the other. The smallest divisions are 
those of families ; the heads of which pre« 
side over, or govern, the other members. 
These consist of children and servants, 
who owe their obedience to their parent or 
master ; the parent or master obeys those, 
who in some way or other are set over 
Jfim : these again render obedience to their 
king or ruler; while the king and all his 
subjects are under the government of God. 
Thus, from the highest to the lowest, all 
owe obedience to same superior. In what- 
ever station of life, therefore, a penon is 
placed, he has duties to perform; duties 
upon which his hapj^ness, both in this world 
and the next, depends; for we are expressly 
told, that ** whatsoever good thing any 
« man doeth^ the sanw shall he seceive of 



^ the Lord, whether he be bond or fire^,''* 
that i8» let hii station of life be what it may. 
Now, surely, this is a most mateHal poii|t 
to be conudered: because it shows you at 
Qnc0f that it does not matter in. the least 

* • 

ri^hat a person's situation in life is— -whether 
he be high or low, rich or poor, it isjmtAe 
9ame in the eyesof God. What he does well^ 
will be remrdedt what he doefli enlt, will be 
punithe^ whether he be a king or a subject^ 
a parent or a child, a master or a servant^. 
The great pointy therefore, for every 
person to consider, is not so much the 
station of life he is placed in«--proVide.d 
only it be an honest situation-His, xvhat it 
is Ids du^ to dQ <' in^ that state of life 
^* unto which it has pleased God to call 
<* him.'^t And the reason for this is very 
plain } because, since all men and w:omen 

♦ I^imiaiis Ti. a, f Ciitediism. 
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cannot be equal; since some mta/ always 
be above, and some below the rest ; if a 
person's happiness entirely depended upon 
the station he held in life, then no man nor 
woman could be happy hereafter, but tach 
as were in high situations of power or 
riches! But all could not be high or rich ; 
some must always be lower or poorer than 
the rest. If then those who are low and 
poor, could not be happy in this world, nor 
have their souls saved in the next, how truly 
miserable and wretched would be their lot ! 
Then indeed it would be a curse to be bom 

• # • • 

poor, or to become poor. 

And, indeed, the world was reduced to 
such a state, by sin and wickedness, that at 
one time, a poor man, or a servant, was 
looked upon as no better than a beast of 
the field, and his life counted of as little 
^alue. The Heathens hardly considered 



their slaved as human beings. It was only 
where the true religion was known, that 
servants were reckoned as men. And you 
know, that for a long period of time true 
rehgion was almost entirely confined to the 
nation of the Jews; whose laws, indeed, 
protected servants and poor people. 

But when the Jevi% also became corrupt, 
the rich and learned among them began to 
despise, and to look down upon, the poor 
and Ignorant; and to consider them un« 
worthy of God's favour. The Pharisees, 
we know, pronounced them cursed : '^ This 
'^ people who knoweth not the law are 
'' cursed.''* And in this degraded and 
miserable state must poor people, laboui^rs, 
and servants have always remained, if it had 
not been for the blessed light of the glorious 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. It was this^ my 

* J^hn vii, 49, 



friends, that first eflvcftiiaUyttfught the woHd^ 
that a poor man'Sy or a senraat'a ibouI was 
equally precious in the iight of God> as 
the soul of the greatest or most powerful 
person in the wofld. The Christian reli* 
gion, therefolr^ might well be called the 
Gospel, *' good tidings" ** preached to 
*\ the poor;''* for it came td restore them 
to their proper place in societ jr hmong their 
fellowmen. It came to tell thtm that tbetf 
had souls to be sared, which their masters 
did not believe, and they themsdves, per« 
haps, doubted. And it came to show them» 
how their souls might obtain salvation, aa 
well as those of their stiperiors. The 
Gospel assures them that ** God is no 
*^ respecter of persons ;^^t and that if 
they do but ** serve the Lord Christ,^ 
it makes no matter, as to their eternal salva* 

• Matt, xu 12. t AeU x. M« 



tidn, " whether they be bond or firfee," 
whether they be ndaitera or iservants* 

Whaterer itdtantages, therefore, the 
ChrbtiUfi Religion brings to other people, 
il i» tery plAin that it has proclaimed «• good 
«* tidings of great joy*'^ to those in humble 
stations of life« It shows them that their 
sOtils are quite Us valtiUble in the eyes of 
God, as the souls of their superiors ; that 

r 

ihough they may suffer some hardships and 
priTdtioas in this life, yet if they be true 
Christians, they shall enjoy as great hap* 
(nness in heaven, as the mightiest monarch 
upon earth; nay, they shall eiyoy far 
greater, if they are better men—i£ they 
perform their duty to their masters and 
their God, and live holy and Christian livei<# 
Sorely, then, this ought to be a wonderful 
comfort and consolation, to those who are 

* LiikeiL9« 
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in t low 8tatioii^--i¥lio are obliged to labour 
for their daily bread, or to serve in the fa- 
milies of richer people. It ought to teach 
them, what happiness they enjoy, in being 
able, notwithstanding their poverty, to lay 
up a *' treasure in heaven^'' which cannot 
be destroyed ; it ought to teach them, how 
Ihardfful they should be to that Divine 
Saviour, who descended from heaven, and 
became poor like them, in order to rescue 
them from ignorance and sin; and show 
them, how thei/^ the poor and lowly, might 
be enaUed to follow him up to those 
heavenly mansions, whither he is gone to 
prepare a place for those that love and serve 
him. And his inspired Apostle has told 
them, that by obeying and serving their 
'* masters according to the flesh, '* that is, 
their earthly masters ; — ** not with eye 
'' service^ as men pleasers'' — sincerely. 



* 

honestly, and without deceit, not only when 
they are seen, but at all times, as if they 
felt themselves constantly in the presence 
of God } that they should " receive the 
** reward of the inheritance," even that 
happiness in heaven, which he has purchased 
for them with his precious blood. 

Looking at the matter in this light, the 
condition of a servant is very different from 
what it was. in Heathen times j from what 
is at this day, in countries where the Christ- 
ian religion has not spcead so widely nor 
effectually, as in this our own happy land. 
For in many nations that are called Christ^ 
ian, servants are the property of the owners 
of the soil ; and are sold with the lands^ 
like the horses or cattle* In some coun- 
tries, indeed, they are treated kindly; but 
in many, alas i with great barbarity, being 
hardly allowed sufficient to siippgrt nature. 
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* 

and used in other respects, more ^* like 
** brute beasts, tbat have no understanding/' 
than as reasonable beings, that hare souls 
to be saved* 

Considering, then, the niany pririleges 
and blessings enjoyed by the humbler dasses 
in this country, and knowing how necessary 
it is, both to their present and future hap- 
piness, that pocHT persons and servants 
should well and duly reflect upon the ad« 
vantages they pbsseas : I have determined, 
with God*s help, to pcunt out to them the 
DUTIES of servants, and labourers, and the 
poor in general, to their emploters, and 
to their God. 

Unless people Aenr, and undentand^ they 
cannot believCf nor be saved* And as 
those who are engaged in the daily labour 
of their callings, have the ft west ppportu- 
pities of getting knowledge and learning: 
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it is most particulirly the duty dP the 
MinisterSi that is, the servants of Christ's 
Go^elt to instruct their ^//ovp servants in 
Christ JesaSy in ihe peculiar duties of their 
station: especially as it is upon servants 
doing those duties wett or ill, that their 
salvation, throogh Christy depends* 

Employed in their usual business, servants 
have generally their time fully occupied. 
But there are very few families, I hope, 
where some little time is not allowed to 
servants, for getting a knowledge of the 
things that, belong to their everlasting peMe. 
At least, I trust, there is no house nor 
fiimily, the members ci which feel any 
sHise of their duties as Christians, where the 
servants haye not an opportunity of attend- 
ing, by tum% thepublie serviceof the church, 
and of there receiving the instruction, which 
they m^y not be able to get at home. . 
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I fear, indeed, that in but too many 
families, one great and moat important duty 
18 shamefully neglected — ^I mean the duty 
of FAMILY DEVOTioK, uot to mention that 
of FAMILY INSTRUCTION, ** I Stand in 
** doubt of many of you/'* as to this point ; 
nay 'more than doubt. I am bnt too well 
convinced of the utter n^Iect of it. Great, 
indeed, is the responsibility of the heads 
of those families, where these duties are 
omitted or neglected : most awful will be 
the answer, that must one day be given for 
** this xcrimg^' done to the souls of their 
children and servants. 

<^ That the ministrymaynot beblamed,'*f 
and that I may do my duty in some 
measure, I have resolved, by God's grace, 
to make the puties of servants the sub* 
ject of consideration, in a course of sermons. 

• GaL ir. 20. f ^ Cor. vi. 3. 
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And I have these two objects in view : first, 
to instruct servants themselves, in the nature 
and importance of their duties; and the 
happiness they will i*eap from doing those 
duties reUgiotisljf^ ''as unto the Lord:" 
and next^ by showing their masters and 
mistresses the value which the Saviour has 
put upon the souls of their servants, and 
the favour He bears towards them, (for he 
did not come into the world '' to be minis- 
<• tered unto, but to minister,*' not to be 
served, but to serve : '^ He took not on him 
** the natwe of angels,*'* but " he took 
'' upon him the form of a servant" t*-* 
one of them,} by impressing these truths^ I 
say, upon the heads of Aimilies, I may, 
through the. assistance of the Holy Spirit, 
induce masters add mistresses to use their 
best endeavours for theinstruction of their 

♦ Heb.u.l7. t Plul.iL7. 
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hottMhoMi ID the most importent of all con* 
cenuH-their Holy Rd^ra : and to give 
them also^ every poniUe oppottttnity of at* 
tending to the advice and teaching of their 
ministers* 

What I am about to say, though ad* 
dressed in particuhr to servants^ wiU not be 
without interest for the heads qfJbmiUes^ 
On the contrary* While I am pointing out 
to servants what 1^ ought to do^ in order to 
serve there earthly masters, and so to please 
God; I shall be diowii^ how their moffer^ 
ought to act towards thena I shall be 
teadiing their employers, what return they 
should render finr fiUthfid services; and 
what allowances they should make for hu« 
man infirmities, as wdl as for their ottvi m* 
^Bfddual JbulU 2 and akb, how they are 
bound by every principle of right, and of 
relip<ni, to afford their fiunHies cftti// op« 
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portuoities of knowing and serving God in 
their own houses. 

This it will be my endeavour to effect. 
And I pray to the Almighty Father and 
Master of all u^ hia children and senranto» 
that his grace may enaUe me to bring 
these important matters hwie to the hearts 
and consciences of you all:, and that no 
prejucQceSy nor pride^ nor ^orance» will 
stand in the way, to prevent year receiving 
and profitingby ^' iho truth as itisin Jesns.*'* 

The great and most necessary qnalifi« 
cation of a servant, whether man or womaiit 
is, that yott he a rbai^ cHRi8TUK«-truly 
religious. If yon are not,, you cannot he a 
good servant*. I do not mean to say that 
you cannot be industrious, and active, and 
useful. For there are many clever servants 
who are all these :— but you cannot strictly 
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be called good servants. High wages, or 
a good placOi may make you diligent and 
honest : or regular habits, and good looking 
after, may teiu^h you to be attentive and 
industrious. But without something abwe 
all these, you cannot be depended on. 
That man or woman, who has not the 
Jear qf God^ nnd the love qf Jesm Christ 
before them, wants iiie most powerful of all 
motives to be faithful and obedient to their 
Employers. If you suppose there is no ejfe 
upon you, when your master or mistress 
are not by, how liable will you be to idle 
away your time^ which is your master^s 
property^ and not your own. Because, for 
whatever period you have hired yourself, 
for so long have you sold your time. Again, 
if you have not the guidance and protection 
of God's Holy Spirit, now soon may the 
Devil tempt you to pilfer and steal; and 
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pediaps to lie» and then ^fwear falsely 9 to 
conceal your dishonesty ? — And who can 
hope to be delivered from the power of the 
wicked one, who does not pray daUy, that 
God will not suffer you to be ^' led into 
^' tes^ptationV but will '^ deliver you from 
*i^ evil f^ How can a master rely upon 
your fidelity, and trust with perfect confi- 
dence his property in your hands^ when you 
are all the while unfaithful to your hewoenhf 
master, and never pay Him the duty and 
service you owe Him, for all his mercies 
and goodness to you, in giving you health, 
and strength, and K^portpnity to support 
yourself in comfort ? 

J might bring numberless instances to 
convince you, that without true Christian 
religion planted in the heart, and shown 
forth in your lives and actions, you cannot 
really be good servants. And this is tfa« 
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reascAi fvhy we wee lo nuinjr servaiit8» bodi 
nra aAd WonfteDy who art perimps wthre 
and diligtnt enoagh in thair worki but who 
haVa soma graat leading fault whieh nakea 
thafti laM fit to be truitad or valued ; and 
whidi entiraly ariaei from their not )cno^- 
ingf or tonsidering, that thay are not only 
the aenrantf of men laid women like th6tt« 
sdres } but the mfnooMs also 6f God :<~ 
that they art not working merely for the 
"wageB of UUi world ( but for the rnkUib 
of BTB&KiTt. So thaty notwithatanding 
their good abUitiea andinduMryy they are 
indinedt perhapsy to drinking^ or lyings or 
dishonesty; to lightness of behationry or 
want of chastity. They are, in faety with 
out the guidance and protection of Ood^a 
Holy Spirit: they are not under Affcara; 
and iket^e Ihinr eiaemy the Deviiy who 
is ever on the watchy makes them at^last 
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his own. And notwithstanding their good 
qttriifications^ they turn ont in the end 
unprofitable to their masters, and become 
the destroyers of their own peace. In the 
presence of their employersi or for fear of 
tkeir dispIeasnrOy or for the sake of gaiit, 
they IMJ do their woi^, and behate ioler^ 
ibly well ; but they have not the principle 
rmtJufip which, under every circuknttance 
or in every place, will induce them to dd 
all things «^ heartily, t6 the Lord, and not 
^^ unto men.*' 

But the servant who is a inie ChrlstiaHf 
knows that his master is in heaven ; and 
knowing this, he is Aware, that to serve hi^ 
earthly master as faithfully as he would obey 
Jesus Christ himself were he on earth, is 
the true mantier of showing his obedience 
to God. In this way, he is working for 

_ t^ 

Mh worlds* You cannot, my brethreui 
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serve your Saviour, personally^ for He is 
in heaven. But our blessed Lord has made 
your earthly master his representative, and 
says to every servant, ^^obey in all things 
*^ your masters according to the flesh* not 
** with eye service :"♦— not only when you 
are looked at and watched, as if wanting 
melrely to avoid blame, or to gain credit ahd 
approbation from them; but in' all '^sin* 
'* gleness of heart,'' in sincerity and triith, 
as if you were constantly in the very pre- 
sence of God himself. Because the true 
Christian seeks not the prais.e of men, but 
the approbation of his Saviour. Therefore 
the Christian servant serves his master, as 
faithfully as he would his God: '* knowing 
that of the Lord he shall receive/' not the 
poor, paltry wages of men ; but the re- 

? Col. au ?2, 



21 

• • ■ . 

ward of an eternal ^* inheritance in 
lieaven?* 

^* You see then your calling, brethren."* 
The station of life in which you now are, 
is <* that state to which it hath pleased God 
^* to call you.'' In that station, you can, 
through Jesus Chi*ist, work out as great 
salvation for your souls, as they who are 
placed in the highest situations in the 
world. Had God designed you for any 
other condition, He would liave put you 
into it. For be assured, that it His hand 
and His providence, t^at places every man 
living in the particular station or rank he 

• • * * 

holds. We are too apt to think and to 
say, that such or such persons are fortunate 
and lucky, in being raised to greater ease^ 

or wealth, or honour ; forgetting, that not 
the smallest occurrence can happen to any 

♦ I Cor. L 26. 
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one of iiB» without His permissioih For we 
are assured^ that '* even the very hairs of our 
«< h«ad are all numbered/'* and th«t ^^ not 
*^ a sparrow &lls to the ground, without 
His knowledge* 

Are you not then certainf my friends, 
that it U God who hath placed you where 
yoju novp are : and that when He thinks fit, 
he will, and can, either raise you to a higher,^ 
or ^uk you down to a lower, *' as it seem- 
** eth best to his g^dly wisdom,'* and the 
love and care he has for your souls ? Is 
it not then plain, tl^t your great anxiety 
and diligence ought to be directed, not. so 
much to alter your condition in this world, 
as to secure that happiness in another and 
better life, which your Saviour Jesus Christ 
has promised to every soul of man, be he 
high or low, rich or poor, provided only he 

- * Luke xiL 7. 



belaeTe in Hhn ; and *^ dtnyii^ aagodli- 
*^ ness and worldly Insti, walks soberly, 
^* righteously, and godly in tliis present 
^' wvld P*'^ Is it not plain to you, that 
whatever your employment may be, if you 
** do it heartily, as. unto the Lord, and not 
** unto man ;*' that is, if you do your duty 
in your calling, not looking merely for the 
gain of this world, or the approbation only 
of men and women like yourself, but as if 
you were serring an all-seeing Ood, who 
knows the most hidden actions of your life, 
and the very secrets of your hearts; and 
were labouring for the riches of eternity ; 
that then you may be assured^ you may 
ikn<rtVt *' that of the Lord you shall receive 
** the reward'* of your faith. For then you 
show that you have been ** serving the Lord 
Jesus,'* whose promises cannot fail; and 

* Hms iL 12, 
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yihbf one day, in the presence of men 
angels shall thus address you, saying, 
^* Well done, good and faithful servant, thou 
** hast been faithful over a few things, I 
^* will make thee ruler over many things ; 
" enter thou into the joy of thy Lord/'* 

* Matt. xxv. 21. 



THE PRAYER. 

Almighty and merciful God, of whose only gift 
it cpmeth, that thy faithful people do unto thee 
true and laudable serrice ; grant, we beseech thee, 
that we may so faithfully Berre thee in this life, that 
we &il not finally to attain thy heavenly promises, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Colkci, ISeft Sunday e^ TrMty. 



SERMON IL 



MATTHEW vi. 13. 

And lead us noi into iemptationj but deliver tu 

Jrotn eviL 

IF it be necessary for all persons, of 
whatever rank or station of life, to pray- 
daily and hourly, that God would not 
suffer them to be ^Med into temptation/* 
but would " deliver them from evil ;" so, 
most especially, is it for servants. They 
are, from the very nature of their situation, 
placed so completely in the way of tempta- 
tion ; they have so many inducements to 

yield to it, and too often are so little pre- 

c 
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pared to resist it, that they have, if possible, 
more occasion than any other set of people, 
to obtain the grace of God's holy spirit 
by prayer and humiliatioh ; that they may 
be enabled to avoid and escape those snares, 
which the tempter places before them. 

For consider, many of you are brought 
young and heedless from your parents* 
house, where, frequently, you have had no 
more than the bare necessaries of life ; and 
these perhaps obtained by hard and constant 
labour. In some instances, all that the in - 
dustry of yourselves and. friends can do, is 
not sufficient to keep you from. want. You 
are suddenly taken from perhaps hard fare, 
and harder work, into the family of some 
person of wealth. There you have plenty 
around you, and need ** take no thought 
*• for the morrow."* Every thing is pro- 

* Malt. vi. 34. 




vided to your hands. You '' have bread 
" enough and to spare.*** 

Together with this change of circum- 
stances, the nature of your labour is, per- 
haps, also changed. Instead of the severe 
and heavy work, to which you were accus- 
tomed at your parents' dwelling, your daily 
employment is now, probably, one of much 
less bodily toil : requiring only regularity 

and attention to fulfil it properly. Well 
fed, and clothed, and lodged ; your former 

heavy task, changed into comparatively 
light and easy work : consider what tempt- 
ations the enemy of your souls will now 
spread before you. Is it not the natural 
effect of ease and plenty, to beget idleness 
and sloth ? And in proportion as you have 
les^ to do, do yon not become inclined to 
do less? They who Jluow any thing of 

* Luke XT. 17. 
C 2 



S8 

human nature, and their own hearts, know 
that such is their natural inclination* For 
our hearts, being by nature corrupt) and in- 
clined to what is evil» rather than what is 
good, most surely follow, what appears to 
them, the most pleasant and least trouble- 
some course. Is not this, then, the bait 
that Satan places before you? Is he not 
always on the watch to tempt you into idle« 
ness and sloth, in proportion as you are 
better provided for, and have less to do ? 

If, my friends, there be any of you who 
do not know that such is the natural pro- 
pensity of your minds, then indeed it is 
high time that you should learii the true 
state of your hearts, and the situation in 
which you stand with respect to God. 
Then, should you be made aware how 
dangerous is your present condition ; and, 
unless it please God to open your eyes, and 
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let you see the perils by which you are sur- 
rounded} the consequence is, that you 
must fall into . sin. Por if you do npt 
know, how surely you will yield to tempta-, 
tion, unless you are aware of the devices of 
Satan.; it is not possible that you will 
heartily pray to be, delivered from evili and. 
the saares of the DeviL How should you ? 
if you are. not persuaded that the Wicked 
One is constantly upon the watch to seduce 

Consider, next, in what situations of trust 
and confidence n^any of you are ; what 
valuable property is committed to your care; 
what reliance is placed upon your truth 
and integrity ; how much of the happiness 
and comfort of your employers depend 
upon the manner in which you conduct 
yourselves towards them I Reflect how, 
almost entirely, the prosperity and welfare 
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of many of your employers are concerned^ 
in the faithfulness with which you manage 
their business. How often the credit and 
character of your master and their families 
are wholly dependant upon the fidelity^ 
honestyi sobriety, secrecy, and skilly which 
are required from you ! Consider this, 
my friends, and then say, whether you are 
not, every one ofyou^ more or less, put 
into situations of great temptation: in 
situations, where the enemy of your souls 
well knows, how easily those who are not 
guarded by '' the shield of faith, and the 
•• sword of the spirit,*** will fall y-^mmt in^ 
evitably fall, if they are not incessant in 
their prayers to God, not to be *^ led into 
<* temptation, but delivered from evil." 

But perhaps you may say, these cautions 
to you are unnecessary. You are in places 

. * Ephes. vi. 16. 
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of trust : you are in situations, where great 
activity, steadiness^ and diligence are re- 
quired: and yet you feel quite sure that 
you are neither dishonest nor idle, though 
you do not pray so constantly and earnestly 
against being led into temptation. You do 
not see, that you are encompassed with so 
much temptation, as I would make you be- 
lieve that you are ; and that if it even were 
so, you feel perfectly certain that you should 
not yield to it. You have long maintained 
a good character, and have been trusted 
without suspicion } and you cannot think, 
that there is any occasion to call upon you 
to be more upon your guard, than you are 
at present. 

Now supposing this to be the case, sup- 
posing that you are thus honest, steady, and 
industrious ; there are several circumstances 
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to be enquired into, before you may imagine 
that you are secure from temptation* 

In the first place, when you say you are 
honest, steady, and diligent; let me ask, of 
what kind is this honesty, steadiness, and 
diligence of yours ? Is it honesty, steadi- 
ness, and diligence, only so far as the 
world sees and judges ? Is it " with eye 
<< seiTice as men pleasers,"^ that you do your 
duty to your earthly master ? Or is it '' as 
'' unto the Loed,'' and not merely unto 
men, when they see and know what you are 
doing, that you perform your service ? This 
is a most necessary point to be ascertained : 
— -I mean for t/ou yourselves to ascertain ; 
for it is a matter that concerns your own 
souls. If your honesty and diligence are 
only such as are exercised in the sight of 
men ; and your only object is to maintain 

• Coloss. iii. 23^ 
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a good character with your employers, and 
the world : — ^then, my brethren, let me 
assure you, that whatever you yourselves 
may think, you are in a most dangeroits 
condition. You are then only serving 
the world and its good opinion ; and to 
gain that good opinion, and maintain 
your character among men, you will not 
scruple to do many things, which, how- 
ever they may be allowed, and even ap- 
proved of by the world and by men, are 
hateful and abominable in the eyes of God; 
and sooner or later *'the God of this 
world,"* who is the devil, will cause you to 
feel that the good opinion and frienddiip 
of this world " is enmity with God^'^t 

If you are not fully convinced, that there 
is another eye upon you, besides that of 
your earthly employer — dn eye that never 

« 2Car.hfr.4. f JisinuMiv* 
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" slumberetb nor sleepeth"— -an eye that 
sees into the very secrets of your heart i 
you may, perhaps, so conduct yourself, as 
not to lose the favour and good will of men ; 
but there will be nothing in your heart — 
no principle within^ which will keep you 
from committing very many things that are 
sinful in the sight of God. You may be 
outwardly honest to your trust ; you may 
be tolerably diligent in your work ; but 
there is nothing, I repeat wiihinyow, which, 
will prevent your being dishonest, if you 
feel certain of not being detected j or keep 
you from neglecting your business, when 
the neglect is not likely to be noticed. 

No, my friends, it is not possible, that 
honesty or diligence proceeding from mere 
worldly motives, can secure you from being 
tempted into sin. Our blessed Saviour has 
expressly said, •* Without me ye can do 
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** nothing.** "The branch cannot bear 
" fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine/** 
" He that hath not the spirit of Christ is 
*^ none of hisi*\ — and if we are none of 
his^ if his spirit does not " bear witness ' 
" with our spirits, that we are the children 
"of God;"1: then are we the children of 
our 5' father the devil, and his lusts we shall 
" certainjy do.*'|| 

If it were not absolutely necessary for 
every human being to guard against tempt- 
ation, would our blessed Lord have com- 
manded that all persons, M'ithout exception, 
should daily pray, "lead us not into 
" temptation ?" 

It is a self-sufBcient confidence that 
proves the ruin of so many people in the 
world. They fancy they are in no danger 
of temptation ; they think they are quite 

♦ John XV. 4. f Ronu viii. 9. 

X Rom. V. iii. 16. || John viii. 44. ' * 
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strong enough to resist any attacks of their 
spiritual enemy ; and tkerqfbre they do not 
seek the strength and assistance 'Hhat 
" cometh of God only/* 

Such persons measure honesty, diligence, 
and religion, and indeed every good quality, 
by what the world, that is, the people 
around them, think. If they only do^ as 
others do, it is quite sufficient for them. 
But this, my friends, is not to serve God. 
The world allows, what God condemns. 
You may tell a lie to conceal a fault ; if it 
be cleverly done, the world rather commends 
you for your skiil^ than blames you for 
committing a sin, — You may obtain money 
by deceit, or fraud. The world laughs 
at the trick that has been practised upon 
your employer, and gives you credit for 
your ability. But is it so with God? 
Will the servant who fears God, and knows 
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that he has a master in hewven^ think him- 
self sufficiently honest, of steady, or diligent, 
or true, when he is so only according to the 
opinion qf the world? No, no, iny 
brethren ; the Christian senrant, *' seeth 
'< him that is invisible*'* to the worldly eye, 
looking upon all his actions^ooking into 
his very heart. He knows, that the time 
of his earthly servitude will soon be over, 
and that he must appear before that 
Great Master^ who '• will reward every 
^< man according to his work }*'t and give 
to him, who^ while in *' singleness of heart'* 
he is serving a man like himself^ is also 
serving God^ that blessed sentence :— '' Well 
'' done, good and faithful servant, enter 
" thou into the joy of thy Lord/** For 
there is nothing more certain than this, 
that none but the true servant of Jesus 

* Heb.zL27. f l^t.zYL27. 
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Christ can, in all points, be a faithful servant 
of man. 

It is notj however, enough^ that good 
principles shall have been emplanted by 
education, and prayer, and christian in- 
struction, in the heart of a servant, to 
ensure his not being led into temptation. 
If those good principles he has learnt, have 
not been kept up by the diligent use o( 
^^ the means of grace,'' and constant prayer 
to God, and supplication for the assistance 
of the Holy Ghost> the tempter will see 
his time, and spread his nets, and at last 
secure his prize to himself. 

There is many a young servant, who has 
been betrayed into a lie, perhaps by some 
sudden accident— it can hardly be told how. 
His conscience tells him, how sinful a thing 
it is to lie. A lie ** is of the devil.'' The 
scripture says, ^Mying lips are an abomina- 
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" tion to the Lord..*'* The young servant 
feels all this : he is uneasy : he resolves 
to acquaint his employer that he has been 
guilty of a falsehood : his courage, however, 
fails him, whenever he is just about to con- 
fess his fault ; so he puts it off, from time 
to time, till at length he thinks it too late, 
and the matter is forgotten. Another 
occasion tempts him again to deceive his 
master, and to sin against God. He feels 
uneasy, but not quite so uneasy as before : 
however, he resolves not to offend so again. 
He has not, he thinks, been discovered ; and 
all is well. But it so happens, that he can 
avoid great blame for some fault that has 
been committed, merely by telling a false- 
hood. A falsehood in such a case, he will 
argue, cannot possibly hurt any one: he 
has already tried once or twice before } he 

♦ Prov. vi. 21. 
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will venture once again. He does 80» and 
18 safe. 

An opportunity, perhaps, now offers, of 
applying to his own use some little matter 
belonging to his employer : a thing of small 
value, wholly useless, and quite overlooked 
and forgotten. He would not be guilty of 
a theft for the world : but this is no thefts 
he thinks ; it is merely taking something 
quite cast aside and n^Iected. 

He has contracted, it may be, some little 
debts, which must be paid. He has ex* 
pended all the money he had, and his 
wages are not for some time due. It would 
be no great harm, he imagines, to use some 
money of his employer's for this purpose : he 
means certainly to repay it, when he receives 
his wages, and this, in his opinion, can there- 
fore be no dishonesty. But he is suddenly 
called upon to account for the money that 
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was entrusted to him. He knows he is 
deficient by the sum he has taken to pay his 
debts. He thinks it would not look well 
to let his master know what he has done ; 
but as he can^ so mske up his accounts as 
to show a fair statement : he does so, fully 
intending, nevektheless, to replace the sum 
he has taken for his own use, as soon as he 
gets money of his own. That time at 
length comes : he receives his wages, but 
he has some other purpose for which he 
wants theiii. His master can afford to 
wait : so he spends his wages, and leaves 
his master unpaid, and defrauded. 

If you were to speak to a servant, who 
had been acting as I hiEive described— ^t 
any time from the period of his telling his 
first falsehood, to his taking his master's 
money for his own purpose — and were to 
tell him, that he would one day or other rob 
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his master and murder Mm; would any 
indignation or anger be great enough for 
that flervant to show, in denying auch an im- 
putation? Would he not say with Hazael> 
when told by the prophet he would kill the 
king hia master, '^ What, is thy servant a 
" dog, that he should do this?***— do you 
think it possible I could ever be so vile a 
wretch! Turn to 2d Kings, ohap. viii. 
You will there find what this Hazael, who 
thus expressed himself horror-struck at the 
bare thought that he could possibly commit 
such a wicked deed — ^you will there read, 
that this very man, who indignantly asked, 
if Elisha thought him no better than a dog, 
that ^' he should do this great thing** — that 
this Hazael actually W£NT and mur- 
dered HIS MASTER ! ! 

And what man or woman shall say, when 

.* 2 Kings viii. 12. 
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where they shall stop i Can they 6ay> 
^* so far will I go, and no farther!'^ Oh 
no, my brethren ; sin^ once let loose, rolls 
like a great stone from the tc^ of a steep 
hill, with increasing speed and force as it 
approaches the bottom. So the person who 
has cnce been tempted to commit a sinful 
or wicked deed, yields more easily to the 
next temptation ; and so on, until aft last, 
far from having any fear or sqruple about 
doing wrong, he grows hardened and impe- 
nitent, and commits all kind of vvickedness 
and ** unclean ness with greediness:*'^ he 
takes a delight and pleasure in sinful courses. 
When Ddvidjirsi saw the wife of Uriah,t 
did he,, do you suppose, then imagine, that 
he should ever be so wicked as to procure 

♦ Eph. ir. 10. . f 8 Sam, xi. 
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the death of her husband, in order that she 
might become his wife? 

When Peter declared bo Tehemently, 
that sooner than forsake his blessed master, 
he would stay and die with him : * did he 
then think that, after a Jew hours, he should 
even ** curse and swear'^t that he did not 
know such a man ! 

Will you then venture to say, after these 
examples, at what point any one who begins 
to sin, may stop? Can it possibly be 
known, when once you yield to temptation, 
to what lengths you may go f My friends, 
it cannot. It is the curse that God has 
put upon sin, that the Devil, the author of 
all sin, having once succeeded in making 
you begin, is permitted still further and 
further to draw you on, unless^-runless 
what ? — ^what can stop a rock loosened from 
* Mutt, xxri 35, t Matt. xxyL 74, 
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its bed, and bounding furiously domi a 
mountain's side?— unless you pra^t ! 
Prater can stop it in the middle of its 
course : prayer can remove both the rock 
and mountain itself into the midst of the 
sea^— both the cause of your sin, and 
your sin itself, into the cleansing ocean of 
Christ's precious blood. 

But it may be asked, why did not prayer 
prevent Hazael's crime? Hazael was a 
heathen, and a blood-thirsty tyrant : he 
never prayed. But David, you will say, he 
was a holy man, " a man after God's own 
*' heart :" he surely prayed ? Not when 
he first conceived his lust in his heart : not 
during the progress of his guilty passion : 
not when he directed Uriah to be put in 
the place of danger, and ** slew him with 
*• the sword of the children of Ammon:"t 

* Matt. xxL 21, 22. f 2 Sam. xii. 9. 
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at none of these times could he hare prayed 
SiTicerelt/f and from his heart. For if he 
had, God would undoubtedly have given 
him assistance and strength as freely^ when 
he prayed, as He sent him pardon, when 
afterwards he truly repented* 

But Peter : he who was the sealous, 
forward disciple of Jesus Christ — was he^ 
you ask, negligent of prayer, *when he 
forsook, 60 shamefully, his blessed Master ? 
You will remember who they were that ac- 
companied our Lord, when he suffered his 
bitter agony in the garden ) and afterwards 
fled from Him, when he was taken by the 
soldiers ; they were ** Peter, and the two 
" sons of Zebedee/'* What was it our 
S.viour said to them on that occasion?. 
** Watch and pray, lest ye enter into tempts 
** ation/'f Had Peter prayed, instead of 

• Matt. xxTi. S7. t Matt. xxvi. 41. 
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sleeping, he would never hare deserted and 
denied his Saviour ! Lay it up in your 

heart, for a most certain and infallible rule, 
that you never will yield to any temptation, 
however great or enticing, if you humbly, 
faithfully, and irom your heart, pray against 
it! It is utterly impossible. God hath 
spoken it — ** Ask, and it shall be given you ; 
" for every one that asketh, receivethk**^ 
No person in the world ever committed a 
sin or a crime, against which he rightly, 
constantly, and heartily preyed. 

If any servant, whether man or woman, 
that reads these pages, has hnt conceived in 
his or her heart a design of falsehood, impu- 
rity, or fraud, let him or her, fall down upon 
their knees, and as they hope to be saved 
from deadly sin in this world, and ever- 
lasting punishment m the world to come, 

• Matt. Ti. 7, 6. 
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prajf^ from their souls pray, that they may 
not enter into the temptation that is spread 
jfor them by the Wicked one« If one of 
you have been guilty of a lie, and have 
begun the practice of deceit ; ^' if you have 
* * put forth your hand,'' and taken what is 
not yours: if the words of God's minister 
HOW strike against your heart, as the voice 
of His prophet sent to the self-convicted 
David — " Thou art the ^^w//*— Humble 
yourself to the earth ; say, with penitent 
David, O Lord ** I have sinned }*'t deliver 
me from evil, and the snare of the tempter. 
Then let go the accursed thing from your 
hand ; restore what you have dishonestly 
taken ; abhor yourself for your unholy 
desires ; and then, by the blessing of God, 
you will hear, as David did, the gracious 
tidings; the Lord, even the Lord Jesus, 

• 2 Sam. xiL 7. f 2 Sam. xii. 13. 
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also, hath <^ put away thy sin : thou shalt 
" not die."* 

* 2 Samuel xii. 13. 



THE PRAYER. 

O God, who knowest us to be set in the midst of 
so many and great dangers, that by reason of the 
frailty of our nature, we cannot always stand upright, 
grant to us such strength and protection, as may 
support us in all dangers, and carry us through all 
temptations ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Colkcif 4}th Sunday c^ier. Epiphany. 
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Tiirus ii. 10. 

Showing all good fiddity; that they may adorn 
Ae doctrine of Ood our Saviour in ail things.' 

GOD considers all men aa servants. 
He has, therefore, given them their dif- 
ferent tasks and duties to perform. Oil 
some he has bestowed jre^ possessionem 
which they are to bok after and manag«^ 
not for th^r own profit alone, but also for 
the good of their fellow creatures, and the 
.gI(M7 of God. To others he has ass^ed 
various situations in life, from the highest 
to the lowest; in all of whichj particular 

duties belong to each place: and God 

d3 
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expects tbem to be performed duly and 
faithfully* 

This is shown veryplainly» by the parable* 
of the master who gave different sums of 
money, or talents, to his serrants, and de« 
sired them to trade with them, and make 
the most of them, until he should return. 
The servant who had but one talent, was 
expected to improve it, though it was bat 
one, as well as he who had five. 

Our blessed Saviour meant to teach us 

by this parable, what I wish now to impress 

upon your minds^ that every individual person^ 

tnan or woman, has a work of iinportance, 

** according to their several abilities,'' to 

perform in this world, in order to procure 

the happiness of the next* And as this is 

done, or left undone, so shall be our re* 
ward at the last. 

* Malt. XXV. 15* 
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Now as our Lord has expressly told us, 
that *' to whom much is given, from him 
<<' will much also be required:"* so he does 
not say, that to whom Uttk is given, from, 
him nothing will be expected. By no 
means. The case of the servant who had 
only one talent, shows that he was expected 
to improve that one, in asgreat a proportion 
as his fellow servants. They had doubted 
theirs, and he might have doubled his. 
What is meant is this; that as God expects 
great faith, and obedience, and charity to 
the poor, and every other good work in 
abundance, from those who have large pes* 
sessions, and so on, in proportion to every 
one's means : so, also, does he expect as 
great a proportion of faithfulness, good 
works, and obedience, from those who have 

nothing in this world but their hands to 

*IiiikeadL48» 
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live by» But is not this iinreasmisble, you 
may say, that the same mearare Is to be 
demaaded from ua who are poor, aa irotn 
those wha are blessed with this worlds 
goodi? By BO means. The rich are bouad 
to serve G^ with all their hearty and 
sottl, and strength; and so are you. Your 
soul is mnnortal, as well as theirs ; your soul 
will be as happy in heaven, or as miserable 
in hell, as theirs. '^ God is no respecter- 
•* of the fcncn^'^ of men, in dealing out 
his blessings. He regards only the fidelity . 
and holiness of any human being, let hia 
station of life be what it may. But as the 
ppor man has not been entrusted with the 
good things of this world, he cannot diow 
his feithfulness to God, in mi^niig use of 
what he has not«^ He is obliged to^senre 
those, who. have diia world'ii richea in 

^ Acts X. M. 
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greater abundance than himfielf. In order 
to gain his livelihood, he must work for a 
master upon earth* This then is ihd man- 
ne^» in whmh God hi» shown you, who are 
servants, how to prove yourselves true to 
him, and his holy reUgicm. You are to serve 
your earikly master with ^* all good fide^ 
" lity**— with all fiuth:*— to swrve him in 
God's stead ; aa God's refres^ntativef ap^ 
pointed for iAI^ v^r^f pmrpwe. And you 
are told to do this, not for yow own gain, 
oar private ends, but that you '' may adorn 
*^ the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
^Vthinga^'' Surdy then it must be a most 
importantthing to know, how you may be 
enabled to adorn the holy religion yoa 
profess ; how yqu may be accounted as one 
of those, who, as it were, add honour and 
IttMre to Christianity, merely by serving 
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a human being like yourself truly and 
faithfully. 

Our blessed Saviour and bis holy Apos* 
ties, did not forget, nor despise the con* 
dition of the poor, or of semrnts. He came 
not upon earth as a high or mighty 
person, but, ^ * in the form of a servant /^ 
and has himself given directions, as wdl aa 
his Apostles, how both servants and their 
masters may obtain everlasting salvation* 
St. Paul in his epistle to Titus, Bishop of 
Crete, desires him to *^ exhort servants to 
<<be obedient to their own masters, and to 
^ please them well in all things ; not an- 
'^ swering again, not purloinijug, but show* 
^' ing all good fidelity, that they may adorn 
^' the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
« things.'* 

As God requires from every Christian 
^^ good fidelity,'' faith, or faithfulness, to* 



n 

nvards hmself^ and iii his service, so does 
he require that the Christian senrant shall 
show the same good fld^ty, or faithfulness^ 
towards his eartfily masteri in all things 
that relate to this world* And in the first 
place, it is the duty of every servant to be 
honesty or as St/ Paul expresses it, he is 
not to " purloin,** To take away by force 
any thing that is the pn^rty of another, is 
robbery: to take any thing secretly, is 
theft. These crimes are punished severely 
by the laws of men, and are ex^ssly for* 
bidden by the law of God, which says 
<< Thou shalt not isteaL** Wl^n a servant 
is guilty of dishonesty, of taking away 
privately that which is the property of his 
employer, it is not merely (Ushmesty in 
him or her, but somethingj/2rr worse. It is 
called << purloining :** it is not only robbery, 
but a breach of /n^^/ and confidence. For 
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ffhen a master hires a serranti or labourer^ 
lie puts a cetuin pert of liis property into 
that serrant^s cafe and keepif^ >-*-a honse-i 
hold servant is entrusted with the goods of 
of the J&itiily } a tradesman's servant n^ilh 
the . property in the warehouse or shop ; 
and a fijumerV servant with his horses, cat« 
tie, corn, and other valuable things. To 
taHe.ahy part of these, and convert them to 
your own use,* IS the worst kind of stealing 
or robbing. . A ruffian, who stops a man on 
the road, and robs him of his money ; a thief 
who breaks into your house, and plunders 
your, premises ; is liot guilty of a breach of 
trust, as the servant is, who robs his master. 

* 'Phd.amonntii^pi'operty, sold by dishonest ser^ 
wAaU in laif e townS| to nnsri|iciple<| l>ejr8onSy who 
make a regular trade of purchasings .every kind of 
article used in families, cannot be calculated. The 
fervant trh6 :o&ibe' engages :in this most dangdroiw 
traffic, is^i|i the high, read to ruin. ' 
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There was never any trust or confidence 
placed in the highwayman or hoosebreaker^ 
as there is iq every servant, more or less. 
A dishonest servant is therefore guilty of 
two great sins j he is guilty of the crime of 
stealings and the still greater crime of 
abusing that trust and confidence which 
were placed in him. 

Y,u m., now «», «. I mentioned in 
my first sermon, why it is, that no man 
nor woman can properly be called a good 
servant, who is not also a good Christian. 
There are so many opportunities of taking 
away the goods or property of a master or 
mistress ; it can generally be done so easily, 
by a servant who is entrusted with many 
things belonging to a house, or a shop, or a 
farm ; it can be done so privately, md 

■ * - * 

often without being known for a long time, 
if at all ; that a servant must have ajnin» 
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cipk within him of more than worldfy 
honesty to prevent him from ** purloining/* 
NoWy many a servant who is far from 
being rdigious, and many a labourer and 
person employed about a house, or shop, 
or farm, can safdy say that they have never 
<< purloined/' or robbed their employers of 
any thing : and this, so far as it goes, may 
be true enough, as it regards such things 
as are of any value. But there is a kind 
of dishonesty which is thought little of, 
though it is very common. Things of 
small value ; things, which perhaps are not 
regarded, nor looked at in a house, are 
often put to their own use by servants, not 
with any very dishonest intention, I dare 
say in some cases, but often because the 
things themselves are of little or no value, 
and seem of no use. But, my friends, 
"whatever you take that belongs to another 
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persoiii without the owner's leave or know- 
ledge, and either sell it, or give it away, 
or convert it to your own use, — that thing 
you " purloin,'^— you steal, if it be only a 
pin, or a nail, or a straw. It is not yours, 
it never was yours : and although your em- 
ployer does not value it, nor perhaps know 
that he has such a thing belonging to him, 
yet it is his, and you are guilty of ** purloin- 
'Mng'' it ; or, as the Catechism explains it, 
** of picking and stealing," though its 
worth be ever so trifling. And if you con* 
sider for a moment, you will acknowledge 
that what I say is right. When you are 
commanded by God not to steal, you are 
not told what things you are not to take, or 

what you ma^ take ; you may not take 

» 

away, you may not even wish to take away, 
or *' covet any thing that is your neigh* 
*' hour's.'* Therefore! the smallest and 
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most trifling thing that you do take^ is as 
much against the commandment, as the 
greatest. 

I have been the more particular on this 
pointy because it is in Uttle things that most 
servants are apt to offend } and in which 
there is, in fact, the greatest temptation to 
be dishonest. No one ever began by steal- 
ing great sums of money, or any valuable 
things. The hands of the dishonest aret 
in general, first practised in ^^ picking ;" 
and then they go on to *^ stealing ;'' till 
they bring themselves, at last, to punish- 
ment and disgrace. So that the beginning 

' • • • • 

pf the very slightest dishonesty is to be 

*■ * • - • ... 

w 

QarefuIIy avoided by the Christian servant. 
For if you. are unfaithful in little things, 
you would be dishonest in larger, if ycu 
did not fear being discovered, or losing 
your character. But this is not a Christian) 
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kind of honesty. It is not the vabie of the 
thing you take, that makes you more or 
less guilty in the sight of God ; though the 
punishment inflicted by hum^n laws is 
regulated according to the worth of the 
things stolen. But it is the sin of the 
hearty the dishonest principle xvitkin, the 
breaking of God's sacred laws in your 
mindt as well as with your handSy that 
makes you guilty in His eyes; let the 
earthly value of the thing purloined be what 
it will. 
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PART IL 



IT is not only tli^ goods or property 
of your employers, that you are bound not 
to *' purloin ;'' there is another most valua- 
ble article belonging to your masters, which 
you are equally forbidden to steal — I mean » 
their time. How little do servants, in 
general, seem to think that their time 
belongs to their employers, and not to 
themselves ! We see every day, both men 
and women, labourers in the farm, servants 
in the house, journeymen and apprentices 
in the shop, robbing their masters of their 
tinief and spending it in their own idleness 
or pleasure. How little you may think of 
this, is of no consequence. It is still sub* 
stantially rue. You are hired and bound 
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to do certain things, for a certain length of 
time, whether for a day, or part of a day, ' 
or for a year. You expect your wages, and 
food, and whatever else ydu agree for, for 
doing that work ; and unless every part of 
your time that is required by your, master, 
is employed in his work; not carelessly or 
slothfully, but earnestly, heartily, and with 
<< good fidelity }*' you are defrauding your 
employer of that which is his property. 
He has bought your time, together with 
your labour and alnlities, for a certain period. 
Your time is, therefore, his^ and not ^oi^r^« 
Whatever part of it you neglect to give 
htm, is so much ** purloined/' He may 
not find it out. But I am here speaking of 
what a C3iristian servant should do ; how 
that man or woman should act, who believes 
that the eye of God is constantly upon 
them ; and who knows that they have ^ 
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Master in. heaven, even *^ Jesaa Cfadst the 

It is often, I know, madeLan excuse &at 
the wagea given by masters is netcttouj^i 
that the work is hard, iand many o Aer aiicK 
excuses, fbr neglect or idleness. Bnfe it» 
still the same.. If a servant or .workma 
once agree, to do a wjark,. he is a^qpposed^ 
and ejspectedf^ ta do it with the best of his 
skiU and abiitty ,. let the price which he has 
accepted be what it will: thia he hse^ OgT^d^ 
foTf and is, Aer^re, bound by comtapa ^ 
justice to fulfil strictly tha^ i^eement* 
But there is a mofo piDWerful obligation 
upon him. As the sorvuit of Je^us Chri^, 
he must <^ do it as unto the }j9rd, dnd not 
•« only unto man/' This consid^rM^qn 
pbces the Inatter in a diflferent light. He 
will not then think cS dpii|g what he J^as 
undetlaken, carelessly or imperf(;ctly,«or of 
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wasting, one immient of his dme; orofl 
complainiiigy like the husbandman in the: 
purable/ of his wages, for which he has: 
bargmned. He wiU, in short, consider 
himself bound ta <* show all good fidelity ;'*• 
such iaithfiilnessi and honesty, and gqod- 
use of hie tine, f» wiU gam him, not only • 
the approbation of his master, but such ad: 
will ^ adorn the doctrine of God our 
^* Savknir/* Under this impresnon, the 
senrant of Christ will <<show all good 

"fidelity/' . 

Now though this strict honesty, both with 
respect to the goods and the time of your 
employers, be absolutely required from 
eirery servant ; yet it is not all that is. 
neeessary. Merely to forbear taking^ 
what is not your own, is no great credit* 
Not to defraud your employer of your time, 

' * Mfttt*.zx« 18« .... 
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18 no more than you are bound to do. The 
servant who would show <^ all good fidelity/* 
must go much ^rift^ than this. He must 
not only Abstain from doing evil, but he 
must ** learn to do well/' You would, none 
of you, think that your master gave you 
a very good charticter, if he were merely to 
say you did not rob him of any thing. This 
would not be saying muck for a servant* 
To be honesti is only not taking what does 
not belong to you ;. and there is no great 
credit in that. 

But Our blessed Saviour means that 
you should be much more than mere 
honest men and women. He means that 
you should heJait^L This comprehends 
every thing. You must not be con« 
tent with being honest yourself, you must 
suffer no one else to rob or defraud your 
master. Servants say, < Oh! that is not 
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' my business^ let my master look to his 

* own property. I will not get ill will by 
< telling him of what my fellow ^nrants d6 

* wr6ng/ Do you nremember what an 
aecusation David brings against a wicked 
man? He says^ ^^ When thou sawest a 
^^thief, thou consentedst unto himp and 
'* hast been partaker with the adulterers/*^ 
No one can be truly honest, can *< show 
«» good fidelity," who does not prevent his 
master suffering wrong, as well from him- 
self, as from others. If he see or know 
of dishonesty in another, without prevent- 
ing it, or informing his employer, he is only 
half honest himself— *Ai7^ honest, did I say 1^ 
he is not honest at ail ; he is tmfaiihfid ; 
he consents to dishonesty ; he actually, both 
in the eyes of the law and of God, tnaked 
himself a partaker and accomplice in the 

♦ Psalm 1. 18. 



^as and crimes of others. And thougk 
lib master may n9t know it| yet his God 
mil uadoubtedly «ee it^ and make him fed 
that this is not the way to *' adorn his 
*' doctrine in dl things;" The Christiaa 
servant is boandt therefbrej not only to be 
honest himself but to see, as fax asfae isablot 
t)»t4iU about him are honest also. His 
employer puts great trust and confidence ia 
him, and it is his duty to show, in rettun, 
'' all good fidelity." 

. But even this is not sufficient to make a 
faithful .servant . He must go a step further. 
He must consider how he can, to ihe utmost 
of his power, do his master service^ He 
must not only perform his allotted work 
which his master orders, cheerfully, and 
readily, and in the best manner; but he 
must *^ seek to do him goodJ^ He must 
be always considering how he may make 
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hiuBelf ino£/ utefi^; how lie m^y fulfil, not 
Qaly his master^i commaiidfl^ bat Us mskes 
also; Hie mist try t^ ** ple^scf Uni well in 
*' ail thk^i'* aot waiting to be told oocitt« 
jiuoUf, or remnded^ 4f his duty* In &ct» 
he must confer his ^mployei^s intere&t^ 
and have his welfare atkeartf mi endeavour 
to pi'omote it to the utmost. He must be 
careful, of his property; and so far from 
wasting it» or seeing it wasted, or iajured, 
or taken away; he must endeavour, as much 
as he can, to preserve and improve it. 

But all this, you will say, is requiring a 
groat deal from a servant. And so it is. 
But it is requiring no more, my friends, 
than your religion, and your God require 
from you. Your Saviour is not on earth to 
receive your personal services. He wills, 
therefore, that you pay them to your earthly 
mastery as faithfully as you would pay them 
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to Him : and he will reward you for thein, 
out of the uni^akable riches of his graced. 
: If you think such service as this hard 
and severe, consider in what manner God 
will requite it. « The gijt of God is eter- 
*^ nal l^e through Jesus Christ our Lord,*' 
to each of those whom he shall address in 
these glorious words, ••Well done, good 
<< and faithful servant, enter thou into the 
<« joy of thy Lord/' 
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PART HI. 

You see theiit I hope, from this short 
statement oftheduties of a faithful servant, 
that it requires a tnan or woman to be a 
good Christian, in order to be a good ser- 
vant. You can never be the otie, without 
being the other. If you do not faithfully 
obey and serve your master upon earth, 
whom you have seen ; how are you likely 
to serve and obey your master in heaven, 
whom you have not seen? And, however 
much you may be inclined to be honest, and 
industrious, and faithful, do not begin with 
thinking that you can be so without any 
pains or trouble. On the contrary, it re-^ 
quires great attention, and care, an4 per« 
severance to do your duty in i/our state of 
life, as well as in others. It requires strong 

£ 
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resolution to forbear being dishonesti ^< to 
*' keep your hands from picking and steal- 
** ing ;" and still stronger, to stand out 
against the scofi^ and sneers, thethreat- 
enings and malice of such as would tempt 
you to do wrong, or endeavour to make 
you conceal their wickedness. Above all» 
it requires constant and fervent prayer to 
God, for the assistance of his holy spirit : 
because you are not able to do these things 
<< of yourself, nor to walk in the command- 
^* ments of God, and serve him, without his 
'* special grace, which you must learn at 
*« all times to call for by diligent prayer.'** 
That you may not want examples of 
honesty, faithfulness, and piety; number- 
less instances «re given, in Scripture, of 
faithful and devout servants. In the 94th 
chapter of Genesis, you will read the 

* Catechism* 
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character of a most excellent and pious 
servant : one to whom Abraham trusted 
every thing in his house. Such was the 
confidence he placed in this man, that he 
sent him upon the important errand of 
bringing a wife for his only son« You will 
read how faithfully he executed his com- 
mission ; how anxious he was to return, and 
lose no more time than was absolutely 
necessary; and how devoutly he thanked 
God, for making him so successful in his 
master's business.* 

What an instance of fidelity you have in 
Joseph. Notwithstanding the great temp«* 
tation to which he was exposed, how faith- 
fully did he serve the master whose slave 
he was. For you will recollect, that Joseph 
was not a free servant by any hiring or- 

* Cren- xxiv. 
£ 2 
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agreement, but toU^* without his consent, 
by his brethren, to the Ishniaelites, and 
bought from them by Fotiphar.t And 
when he was taken into the service of King 
Pharaoh ; you find that '' whatever he did, 
'* it prospered/' But why? because " the 
" Lord was with him/*t " God blessed 
*• the Egyptian's house, for Joseph's sake.*' 
What a treasure was such a servant ! He 
was as dear to Fharaoh as his own son. 
Indeed, he showed his regard for him, by 
taking such care of Joseph's father and 
family, in a time of great scarcity and 
famine. Such blessings attend upon the 
truly faithful servant. For how frequently 
do we see the family and aged parents of 
good servants, assisted and supported by 
kind and grateful masters. 

* Exod. xxxvii. 26. f Exod. zxxix. 
X Ezod. xxxix. 2. 
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What great benefit Naaman the Syrian 
General reaped, from the faithfulness 
of a little Hebrew Girl,* who was made 
a prisoner; being brought captive out 
of her native country, and taken to 
wait upon Naaman's wife. She knew what 
miracles the prophet of the true God 
could perform, and entreated her mistress 
to prevail upon her husband to go to Elisha, 
and be cured of a dreadful disease. Had 
not this young girl been of a truly religious 
and charitable mind, she would not have 
concerned herself for the good of those 
heathen people, who had torn her from her 
own friends, and kept her a prisoner and 
a slave. But she feared God, and felt her-> 
self bound, not only to be faithful, but 
arucious also, for the welfare of those in 

^ 2 Kings V. 
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whose service ^e v^as. compeUed to live. 
Naaman took her advice, and was healed. 

But what an instance of the contrary 
behaviour do we see in Gehazi, the ser- 
vant of Elisha, who, under pretence of 
taking a valuable present for his master's 
use, robbed the generous Syrian of a great 
sum of money. He, too, met with the 
reward of his falsehood and dishonesty; 
for the ^* leprosy of Naaman cleaved to him, 
and to his seed, for ever/^ 

In the New Testament, there are several 
examples of faithful servants ; and of the 
regard which their fidelity procured for 
them from their masters. St* Luke in his 
seventh chapter, tells us of a certain Cen- 
turion, whose servant, that was dear to him, 
was sick. So anxious was his master for 
his recovery, that he came himself to Jesu«, 
and entreated him to heal him. Anoi 
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Genturion is allso mentionlsd in the Acts of 

* 

the Apostles, as sending a devout soldier, 
and a trusty servant^ on a very important 
message to St, Peter. ^ 

St. Paul wrote his Epistle to Philemon, 
to enti*eat him to forgive his servant 
Onesimus; who, it seems, had run away 
from his master, but who, providentially 
for him, met with St. Paul, who had con- 
vinced him of his folly and his sin ; and 
having instructed him in the principles of 
the Christian religion, sent him back to 
his master, an altered and a better man* 
And our blessed Lord delivered that most 
beautiful parable of the talents, to show 
hwv he would, hereafter, reward those 
faithful servants, who religiously endea- 
voured to '' do their duty in that state of 
*^ life unto which it had pleased God to 

* Acts X. ?• 
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** call them,** with *' all good fidelityi adorn- 
** ing the doctrine of God our Saviour, in 
" all things." 

You "perceive then, my friends, that if 
you had been made to live only in this 
"worldf you might perhaps, be tempted to 
suppose, that there was no great sin in trying 
to get whatever you set your mind on, 
although you could only get it by dishonesty. 
You might, in such case, fancy that it was 
no great harm to defraud your employers of 
your work, and of your time ) or to stand 
by and see them plundered by others, with- 
out taking any notice. If there were not to 
be a day of accounts hereafler, when this life 
was over, you might imagine that the less 
trouble you took to show good fidelity, in 
any way, to your masters, the better ; and 
that the examples of faithful servants, given 
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you in the Holy Scriptures, were very 
amusing stories, but of no use to you. 

But when you look at your situation with 
another eye ; when you consider that there 
undoubtedly is a day coming, when every 
human being shdll be judged, according to 
the deeds done in the body; when not 
only your outward actions, but the very 
thoughts of your heart shall be brought to 
light ; and when you know that as you have 
performed your service to your master upon 
earthy well or ill, faithfully or dishonestly-— 
so will you be Judged by Jesus Christ : 
then the whole prospect is changed* Then 
you see plainly, that a quite different con- 
duct must be followed. You must prove 
yourselves the servants of Christy by show- 
ing to your masters upon earth *' all good 
" fidelity.*' You musti by God's grace, 
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think and say, and do every thing iu your 
Power to ** please them well/' that by so 
doings you may '^ adorn the doctrine of 
^* God our Saviour, in all things/' 



THE PRAYER. 

O Lord, we beseech thee mercifxdly to receive 
the prayers of thy people which call upon thee; 
and grant that we may both perceive and know 
what things we ought to do, and also may have 
grace and power feithfiilly to fulfil the same ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

CoOedj 1st Sunday nailer Epiphany • 



SERMON IV. 



1 THESSALONIANS V. 8. 

Bui lei usj who are qf the day^ be sober. 

THE word sober has two senses ia 
scripture. It signifies generally, upright- 
nessi steadiness of conduct. As where it 
is saidy that God hath taught us by his 
holy word, to •' live soberly, righteously, 
** and godly.*** And to be sober, in a 
more particular sense, means to be tempe- 
rate in the use of intoxicating liquors — not 
' • ..... 

siving way; to the brutal sin of drunkenness. 

♦ Titua u. 12, 
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Now, I think, no one w31 deny, that to 
be sober in both these ways, is a necessary 
qualification for a good servant. For 
surely, a person who is placed in a situation 
of trust and confidence, ought to be seri- 
ous, and steady, and thoughtful about his 
business ; and not vain, giddy, and careless. 
There cannot well be a fault more against 
a servant, than want of steadiness, or not 
being sober in this sense of the word. A 
master or mistress can place no reliance 
upon a servant who is not steady. It is in 
vain to give such servants directions, for 
they will not be attended to, nor remem- 
bered. 

The unsteady servant, so far from show- 
ing ** all good fidelity,'' takes no thought 
nor care of his employer's business ; but is 
occupied chiefly, with hia own amnsement 
or folly. It is unknown how much injuiy 



85 

may in this way be brought on families, by 
such thoughtless conduct — ^sometimes more 
than a whole life will be able to repay. 
But it is not the employers of unsteady 
servants that alone are the sufferers. Their 
fellow-servants, and those who may come 
after them, suffer in some way or other. 
People who have been badly served by 
several different servants, naturally get sus- 
picious of all, and are long before they can 
be convinced that all servants are not alike — 
that none of them care the least about those 
who employ them, but think only of them- 
selves-T^that none of them are to be trusted, 
but always looked upon with a suspicious 
eye, and that no favour or indulgence is to 
be shown to them, because they will show 
no gratitude in return. 

Now though these are, unfortunatelyi the 
opinionsr of but too maoy heads of families^ 
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we cannoti I am afraid, say that they are 
without some truth and foundation. Such 
is the unsteady character of but too many 
careless, unthinking servants, that they 
bring disgrace of this kind upon all others. 
It is, certainly, very blameable and un* 
christianlike in masters and mistresses to 
think ill of all servants, though they 
have perhaps suffered from the unsteady 
conduct of some bad ones. Where ser- 
vants see they are not trusted, they will 
be apt to prove more careless and unsteady. 
A proper degree of confidence in both 
parties is necessary. But the servant who 
has once proved unworthy of confidence, 
must not expect soonto recover it ; at least, 
until he has shown himself more worthy of 
receiving it. 

e You have no idea of the . value * which 
people put upon a. really steady, that is, -a 



87 

** sober '' servant. The instance I gave 
you of Joseph, shows what a h^h opinion 
both Potipbar and Pharaoh had of his 
integrity^ earefulness, and sobriety. Poti- 
phar, the captain of the guard, was so con- 
vinced of his steadiness, that '' he left all 
^' that he had in Joseph's hand ; and he 
'* knew not ought he had, save the bread 
*' that he did eat.""^ He trusted Joseph 
with all his property, and left every thing to 
bis care and management* And after he 
bad obtained the notice of the king, we are 
told that Pharaoh promoted him to be the 
next person in the kingdom to himself, and 
said that ^*no man without him, should lift 
** up his hand or foot in all the land of 
" Egypt, "t that is, that Joseph should have 
the sole direction of every thing. 

If any circumstances can show the high 

* Gen. xxxix. 6. f Gen*, xli. 44. 
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character of a servant^ more plainly than 
than others^ they are those which are related 
of this celebrated Patriarch: who, from a poor 
boy sold as a slave, became all but a king. 
This was the reward of his sobriety and 
steadiness— of his strictly upright and 
religious behaviour. " The Lord was 
** with him/' and, therefore, of course, 
that '' which he did, the Lord made it to 
** prosper.**^ And the same will he also 
do to every servant who follows the example 
of the faithful Joseph. You perceive, then, 
the great advantage of sobriety of conduct. 

* Gen. icxxix. 23. 
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PART 11. 

To be sober in the particular sense which 
it bears in the text^ is to abstain from all 
excess in drinking, as well as from the 
company of such persons as will lead yon 
into it. St. Paul in the epistle from when(^e 
the text is taken, is writing to the Christ- 
ians of Thessalonica : and as they were the 
professed servants of Jesus Christ, he calls 
them "children of thelight," and "children 
"of the dciy."* They had been enlight- 
ened by the beams of the Gospel j they had 
been taught, in fact, as you have^ the great 
truths of the Christian Religion, and were 
therefore no longer the children of dark- 
ness, — such as were ignorant of God, and 

the nature of their own souls. Therefore 

• lThe88,v,5. 



he says, "they vrho are dranken, are 
*^ drunken in the night :'' the time best 
suited for such brutal pleasures^ such un- 
(Efeemly indulgences as will not bear to be 
seeui which they therefore do well to hide 
in darkness. But says the Apostle, ^' let 
^ us who are of the day'' — let Christians 
who are desired to ** let our light shine be- 
** fore men*'* — who are placed in the world 
for examples of holiness, to be seen by men, 
that they may learn '^ how they ought to 
^* walk and to please God/'t— ^* let us be ' 
** sober/' Let us not spend the time which 
God has given us, for improving our minds 
and sating onr souls, in drunkenness, and 
all those vices and sins to which it so surely 
leads. 

i And if this advice be necessary for 
Christians in general, who have all to serve 

* Matth. V. 16. t 1 The88. ir. L 
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their ^reat Lord and Master Jesus^ Christy 
who is in heaven: so is it particularly ne- 
cessary for those, who are bound to senre 
their masters upon earth. 
' What can be said of the servant who is 
guilty of this horrid vice ? What trust can 
be placed in him ? What fidelity can he 
show ? Can he '* please^' his master ^< well 
^* in all things" while he is in that state ? 
Can he perform his reasonable commands ? 
And can he, I will ask, do the will of his 
Master who is in heaven ? No, no ! He re- 
dnces himself below the level of the dumb 
creatures of the field. They never wilfully 
take into their mouths any thing to deprive 
them of the faculties God has bestowed 
upon them. But men, possessed of rea- 
son J men, the disciples of Jesus Christ ; 
men, with reasoning, immortal souls— take 
a pleasure in doing that^ which the dumb. 
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senseless animals of the earth refuse \^^ihey 
put an enemy into their mouths to steal 
away their senses. 

Whatever bad consequences this miser- 
able vice brings upon others, its effects are 
most destructive to iervants. And bad as 
it ' is, it seldom goes alone. The servant 
who is a drunkard^ most usually becomes so» 
by falling into' the way of profligate society, 
in which his principles and his honesty 
become corrupted. In such company, the 
young servant is not only induced to drink, 
but is also tempted to gamble. He is 
cheated, and robbed, perhaps : then he ia 
brought into debt. To relieve himself from 
debt, he is persuaded by his vile associates 
to become dishonest ; to rob perhaps, the 
person who, of all others, he is bound to 

protect — his master, who has placed confi- 
dence and trust in his fidelity. 
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While a young man is following such 
courses as these, he must be gradually losing 
all sense of religion, if he ever had any. 
It is impossible he can serve his God, and 
do the work of the devil at the same time. 
He cannot serve two masters of such oppo- 
site characters. And as he leaves oSsero* 
ing God, so will he soon begin to despise 
him. To swear prophanely and blaspheme 
that holy name, at which the host of heaven 
bow down, will not be difficult for the man 
who drinks ; till at last» deserted by God's 
holy spirit, and given up to all uncleanness, 
he is detected in his crimes, and ends a mis- 
erable life in infamy and disgrace.* 

* If any servant should think this only a fanciful 
description, I would call his attention to the facts, 
which the Police reports estahlish heyond a douht ; 
that many of those unfortunate persons who are 
taken up for the commission of the most daring and 
extensive hurglaries, have heen men who, from 
drunkenness, profligacy, and bad connexions, have 
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I have set these fearful consequences be- 
fore you, that you may see how surely thi» 
one dreadful vice of drinking, leads to a 
number of others. No one can possibly 
say, ** I will go so far, and then stop/' A 
young and inexperienced man is certain to 
be enticed on by the bad company he falls 
intOy^r beyond what he had any notion of, 
when he first began. And if he should 

m 

chance to escape ever so often, still one day 
or other, he must be discovered : and then 
he must suffer for the mischief he has 
brought, by his neglect, upon his master's 
business or property, and the disgrace that 
has come upon his own character. 

been discliarged without cliaracters from respectable 
places ; and thus, from their own misconduct, being 
thrown destitute upon the world, have given them- 
cielvesup to the most abandoned wickedness, and 
have duly earned those dreadful wages which tin 
80 readily pays, *^ The wages of sin is death." 
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Happy is it for the young tnan, wha 
once having had the tnisfortune to be en- 
tangled in this deadly sin, has had the 
grace a.nd wisdom to abhor himself for his 
folly; to be grateful to those who have 
drawn him back from destruction; and the 
resolutioui by God's help, to avoid such 
souUdestroying practice for the future. 
But let him not think it an easy matter ta 
resist. Such is the deceitful nature of sin 
in general, and of drunkenness especially^ 
that more than common fortitude, and more 
than ordinary prayer to God, is necessary 
for enabling you to escape its snares, if 
once you have been caught in them. Your 
bad acquaintance will be urgent upon you 
to erfjoy yourself as they call it, once more. 
They will laugh at you for being frighteped 
with your first trial : th^y will tell you# 
there can be no harm in enjoying your- 
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self a little : and they will endeavour to 
persuade you, that they who would wish to 
prevent your doing so, are tyrants apd fools» 
and hypocrites, and quite as bad themselves. 
Hiis has been the way in which thousands 
have been ruined. 

Strange as it may seem, yet it is but too 
true, that those people who are themselves 
most engaged in this hateful vice, are also 
the most ready and eager to draw in the 
young and unwary, and to make them, if 
possible, '' two fold more the children of 
** hell than themselves/^* Such is the na- 
tui-e of this vice, indeed of every vice, that 
it has always a tendency to draw the sinner 
further and further into it. When once 
begun, he cannot stop ; as many, who are 
now confirmed sots and drunkards, can tell 
you. Like a stream of water turned over the 

* MatUzxiiL 15. 
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edge of a hill, that runs faster, and spreads 
wider as it goes downwards ; so the person 
that begins to drink, sins more frequently, 
and with increasing desperation, and disre- 
gard to the consequences, the further he 
proceeds in his headlong course, towards the 
destruction both of body and souL 

And if I have shown the deformity and 
sin of drunkenness in men, how much more 
horrible and disgusting is it in women ! 
Happily the instances are but few among 
women, in comparison of those who are in- 
clined to this wickedness among men. And 
such cases as do happen, are more con- 
cealed perhaps, from public view. But 
that there are cases we know, where women, 
having lost all sense of delicacy, and the 
fear of God, have made themselves the ah- 
horence of their employers, the scandal 
of their sex, and the disgrace of tfa^ir 

F 
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'Irig practice. 

' Drunkbntiess irnist^ in tHe ^nd, bring in- 
jiiry sind'IosB/ disgrace and misery, on eVery 

' mdn or Womhn that gives- way to it,'in 
whatever state of life they may Tie. It 
must injure them in ' tlieir health; orth^ir 
dfcuthstlahces, knd it will inevitably ruin 
their sotds, But if it bring' miseiy and 

' beggary, in most cases, npdn those who are 
irfbetter circumstances, how ceriamly dt)es 
it btilig iFnin and dbgr^e upon the^ poor 
man, the labourer, and the servant. They 
in general, have nothing but their hands, 
their health, and bodily' labour, wherewith 
to provide for themselves and families. 
And it often happens that with all their 
exertions, they can hardly Succeed in doing 
so; But what must become of the labour- 
er's yamly^ if he : spend the moliey in 
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^18 he I to dot his . JVQrk . when injto^ics^l^d ? 

,v\nd. shp^^ld ; ^he , seryapt . ?i^y, * \ h»ye no 

Vfow»i!y.tO;pFX)xi4e for, lam .ypuug ^aud 

^jstreng, , I h^ve eyery jt^iiog I ^w^pt /^W^ 

• far we, /I cjan.^eud, 9?y,wag^,,fH^d,.be 

f no: worse z'-rrl; will say to himj; thpugh 

•you have aoferaily .now, ..you may .haye 

^one ; though you have at, present, ^yery 

thing ypu want in your p^ace, how Ipng.yfill 

you. continue to keep that pkce, if , you 

cease to be sober? Will, your, employer 

suffer his woxk to bejeft undppe, ,ai|d his 

.property to be injured, when pnce he 4is- 

.cQvers that you are mt fit. tp be tested? 

vPepend upon it be will. not. 

rNeither.will a. drunkard.. e^jIy,|)ii;ocure 
.another place,, w^n ^q bus l^ost bis.. cha- 
racter .for, {Readiness foid sQbrl^ty. No 

F 2 
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householder of any regpectability, wUI dis- 
pense with such necessary qualifications. 
And if the drunkard thinks he has so 
strong a constitution, thatnothing can injure 
it, and therefore he need not be in any 
fear on this account ; does he foi^t that 
there is a God in heaven, who is not only 
the creator, but the preserver of mankind. 
And do you imagine, that he will continue 
to supply health and strength to that man, 
who flies in the face of his holy laws, and 
risks that health, which was given him for 
better purposes, in feats of wickedness ? 

No my friends, the holy spirit of God 
will desert the temple of that man's body, 
who defiles it with such brutal sins. What 
then is to become of him ? How is he to 
be protected and guarded against all the 
« temptations of the world, the flesh, and 
*« the Devil ?" If the spirit of God be 
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not with youy will not another spirit enter 
into your heart, bringing with him many 
** other spirits still more wicked than him- 
'"-self ;'' and so going from one sin to ano- 
ther^ *^ your last state will be worse than 
*< the first/'^ God's favour and guidance 
and protection once lost, your sins must 
increase ; and then, unlike the faithful and 
sober Joseph, nothing that you do will pros- 
per. You will liye despised and neglected, 
and die in poverty and wretchedness. 

And if the servant who drinks, thus un- 
fits himself for his proper business, and the 
service of his earthly master, I will ask 

you, HOW CAN THE DRUNKARD SERVE 

HIS God? 

If we never saw such persons ruin their 
health and their property j if we never 
saw them engaged in quarrels and fightings, 

f Matt. 3du. 45. 



h^^ehvUixtAetiUeUffti if we;iieT«r smr 
theiik ''\^ith'y/*mflAk vv^ithotrti cbUBe^ . and 
•*i*dii«s of the^^efil"* i( we^: never s$m^' 
theihfM- inWmivMefiOt^ IdfeePerren^ thsmr 

led'tb sdftptosi^, tbMid, if we^didiiirt^titlicve' 

and dever stiflbredaoy incbliveDicfiee^afterf^' 
wAfd^' But>whto wersee^ or Ueari daily, oS: 
all these; tbingi? : whbnfwer baow that; atniaii? 
intthat brutal state^.cannotti&ecarls o£ his 
oivtt bodi}y> safttjr ;. bow dm^ tv^: 8ap^ofie> 
tUak Ue haii then>Bay c6iitem for his ^oti/t^ 
And' sfaon^ld' he be^called ' into- the/presence' 
of his Almighty Judge in this coKDitKorv^ 
asi numbere loffre* hetn^ witbi all hia/ uHiTe* 
peafedi ..uiifoawhen^ sina andi vicelB< upoti xhim 
head, wkM sentence must h^empsct?' 

# 
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PART II; 



ly if»^ usjwl spying, tl|ati,a,di:uiikiard> 
is oqly I^;!. ov^^i en^my. Btit the drunkard ; 
is tI)^.OQ9impnieii^i9yr of all around him. 

tl^q gerson wl^oc^pni^rhipisf^f ofjl^i^jS^ns^s . 
ewy,tiin^ hq, s^to hims^f to^ drin|^i bM«i; 
aUp^hem^u whp:t^kps,a pJ^V^efjs.deUght,^ 
ii|i indulgUi^ himsf^lf in, kss degrees of inrr 
toxjc^liom though hp.maynot alwaya^lo^. 
the little reason he possesses* Sudbt. a. 
p^rs^a i^ p^rh#pfiu. na^e dangerous to 
«pci9tJi»..tl|»ntfe?;ppoi; WjStcbeddn^.who. 
im^^qa^es IfinsQlC to^ tbi^nimpat l^oc.in 
^W.ft9^rMsf wi % 4wadM; ^ee^olft to. all- 
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cnm^y while he pities the unfortunate vie- 
tim of his own folly. 

The ancient Spartans, we are t(dd, used 
to intoxicate their slaves, and exhibit them 
in that state to their children, in order to 
disgust them, by thus showing the brutal 
effects of that vice, in all its deformity. 
These people, you will observe, were hea- 
thens ; who, though they did not think it 
any harm to put temptation in the way of 
their unfortunate slaves, and had no know* 
ledge, nor care for a world to come, yet 
could see very clearly, how completely such 

a vice was injurious to a man's pro^rity 
in this world. 

It is usually, however, a les$ degree of 

this vice, that makes the practice of drinkers 

so dangerous to those about them. Persons 

of this sort, are, as I have said, the enemies 

of all around. I will appeal to WLthparenU 
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M may read these pages, and ask, whether 
that man is not the most deadly enemy of 
your families, who would entice them to 
this soul-murdering vice? You who are 
wives can tell, what deadly enemies to your 
peace and comfort those persons were, who 
first induced your husbands to leave their 
homes, and squander that health and money, 
und time in drinking, which was formerly 
employed in the decent maintenance of 
your families; and in bringing them up in 
the fear of God, and the religion of their 
Saviour. Those children that we see in 
rags and misery about our streets, could tell 
how often they suffered hunger, and expe* 
rienced severe treatment, and were left in 
ignorance and vice, by means of some tempter 
who had persuaded their wretched &ther 
that they yneregood companions; and that 
jt showed a manly, independent spirit, nc4 
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ta he ddn^t^thtiy homi tcr hottiei, hvHiAit- 

Iti ^n^ tA Upeni gfftae of that WBitih he 

6afrnferf so ftatt-dly, tiptm' his dfwn ewfoymetrt^ 

I ^PWdld' ask tker fathet ot any (Servant, 

tirliat yott ^oiild cfall that man, wha, by W« 

es^afinpfe tfnd persaasidns, should dtaw yofur 

lion ftbxti th6 p^b of steadiiiesi^ and sa- 

bri6ty, in ^hich you hatd laboured to briftg 

hi6i u^, atid should make him fbndof Id6^ 

Company, and ptofatie language, and Wicked 

praciiees? Would you not call stidlk a 

persoii aii ageiit' of Satau, an enecdy to Ch6 

souls of ihefi? Then, my friend, tell youf 

son, etitreat Mut by eVety th?n(^ he hcSd^ 

d6af and idat'red; by his regard a(nd grdtittfdfe 

for you,- hli parfeirt ; by hh love and re^er- 

eixc^fbr the GifA df |)urityj tell him to 

avoid, &^ a i^ESTiLBNcirj the ma^ Wti& 

iiiiKi^. T^H Km, is He valdes hiy ^er'- 

Wrtmg sahatidn^ tb Ay frtifi «»» wH6 



i¥wJdr MVTiim Wm tp djiii. Iq. thft conj- 
pinji?^ f>£ siiqb.a DoaPi 1^ wift Iwn to 4¥!t 
regard th^ wt)iQ?ity wd advioft of yo«, hi3. 
pwwt Xr 8W^ aocioljf ho will loa?a to, 
blaflphoYttO aad donpiso his Qoi^ And /^^ 
for what sio and wicke4n$!6«^ will h^ not 
be at ? 

Some heads of families^ perhaps, will 
look into this little book. Thank God the 
dreadful vice of drunkenness has greatly, 
1 hope I may say entirely, disappeared from, 
among the higher and moro opulent classes 
of sopiety* Those ba4 examplea^ whi^h 
aomeyears;iim€f»wer€ nQt uppommon lunong 
the gentry, are now rarely, if ever sfsen* 
Let it then> I beseech you, be kftfOwn^ t^^iit 
thia improvQmeqt; has ngt l^een fine i|^erfij]f 
f^ fqsJ^on^ but of principki tj^ft you 
nvicMd this. praG(;ifte.^ ^ f«^^ ^,whq|Jy ijn- 
\»em\Vig fr Qh^stiff\^^\i ig d^adifi^ to 
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the gentleman. Let your servanftsee it hf 
this light; and they will then be more ready 
to imitate yoiir example, when they are sure 
that you are sober and temperate, not only 
because well hred people do not drink, but 
becauise you detest the practice as a sin 
against God : and that it is utterly at vari- 
ance with the character of that man, 
whether high or low, who is from his heart 
endeavouring to follow the precept and 
example of your master^ which is in heaven. 
Does any servant read these pages, who 
)ias begun this self-murdering vice ? If you 
were to see your father standing upon a 
high precipice, where the ground was hollow 
under his feet, and was about to sink 
beneath him, and dash him to pieces ; or if 
your brother or sister, or wife or child, 
were asleep in a room on fire; would you 
j^eserve the name of a son or brother, or of 
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li man, if yoa did not rush forward, and 
even at the risk of your own life, endeavour 
to drag them to a place of safety ? But if 
any one of you would venture so much, to 
ensure the bodily safety of your friends : 
is there not one who cares so much for your 
soul as to stretch out a hand to save it from 
eternal destruction? Is there no one even 
to call and tell you of your danger, or 
awaken you from your deadly sleep of sin ? 
If relations and friends, if your master or 
fellow servants, will not speak, nor give you 
warning of your dauger, yet will not the 
ministers of Christ be silent. Both by my 
voice and my pen I will summon you to arise 
and fly, and leave your jovial companions ! 
your crtiel enemies ; and return to the ways 
of soberness, and peace, and comfort. 

I will not spare to pronounce to you the 
message of my Master, and your Saviour, 



howeveir d4«ag?eeaJbla iti majf tie ta jimarti^ 
receive it;, and. I bid. yctUt. ajL the pf lU of 
your sotily to disobey;, ** Tahe heed, lert afe 
*' any time your heart be oveni^aiged with 
** surfeiting and drunkenneosi, saoA ^ that 
^* day come upon you unawares.*'* 

To* that servu»t» whos by God,'a gracei^ 
haa never polluted himself by tbaldefilk^ 
sin, I would say, ** Watch audipray" cou^ 
stantly ** lest you euter iato temptation.'* 
Avoid, as you would a pl^e infect^ with 
the plague, the haunts of the dissipi^ted and 
the drunken. '* Let not your soul come 
** into their secret; unto their assembly 
^* be not your character united." t Poiaoa 
is in their cup : P£AT^ is in their driql^. 
It is far. easier to resist, the beginning of a 
sin, than to draw back when once you hay^ 
beg^n. Heed not the 30069 of the pr^gfite, 

* Luke 3pd« 4S« f Oea. %, tg^d^ & 
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I>t tBfetti ricHcule you if they will. Let 
them call you coward, or spfritless, or 
hypocrite. Such men as these, called St. 
John, a madman ; and our Saviour himself, 
** a gluttonous man, and a wine bibben^*^ 
Tkefe is on» name-tliey never mV/ call you, 
however you may deserve it — a christtian. 
Let there be one other they never can call 

yott—A 0RtJN:KARD. 

True Christians are '* the children of 
" of light;" they " walk in the light :" 
their actions tod conduct may be seen by 



all people. They " are the light of the 
** i;vorld''t— examples of holiness and reli- 
gion which others are to copy. But '* they 
** who are drunken, are drunken in the 
" night,*' — when their ungodly deeds are 
covered with darkness, not being fit to be 

• Matt. xi. 19. t Matt. v. 14. 
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seen. ^* But let us, who are of the day, 

V be SOBER.'' 



THE PRAYER- 

Almighty God, give as grace that We may cast 
away the works of darkness^ and put upon us the 
armour of lights now in the time of this mortal life. 
In which thy son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 
great humility: that at the last day, when he shall 
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both 
the quick and dead; we may rise to the life im- 
mortal, through him who liveth and reigneth. 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever^ 
Amen. CoUeet^ Advent Suvdatj^ 



\ 



SERMON V. 



ZECHARIAU Vm. 16. 

These are the things that ye shall do; ^peah ye 
every man the truth to his neighbowr^ execute the 
judgment of truth and peace in your gates* 

I shall now with God's blessing, 
prove to you that truth is one of the most 
essential qualifications of every man, wo- 
man, and child, who would thrive in this 
world as a servant, or (let thetr siiuatton be 
what it may) go to heaven as a ChristiaD.-~ 
The Almighty in Scripture, is called the 
God of Truth. He is Truth itself. The 
Religion of Jesus Christ is *' the truth «''* 
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He mast therefore be worshipped in truth 
by those who also speak the truth. *< God 
<< 18 a spirit, af)d the^y^ thfi^«MK>rship him, 
*' must worship him in spirit and in truth,''* 
<< The lips of jtruth shall^ be established/'t 
but <' Lying Ijip^, we are assured, are an 
abomination unto the Lord/'t and so is 
eveiyone that *^Ioyeth andmakethalie^''^^- 
And as .God and.ourrel|g;ion are.the /ru(^-r- 
so the devil and his teaching are lies. '* He 
i8;a. liar and l^e I^theF' of Iies^^'H He 
therefore >that does; notispea'k tnith> is^not 
the- child of God, but^ of the* Devil. 

Thereiano oceasion^for me to nepeat* t<K- 
you ihe uuIuuSf!cSS tyXts g£ &cnpture'^^d»ehr< 

confirm what I say^ I ISave quotedr^novgh 
L hope to convince . you, thak> ^ God te-*^ 
quipetbtruth'^'not only- from- thoi Up^Q& 

$ Rer. xziL 15. U John yiii. 44, 






ereryionw 'wtio professes to believe J& Him^ 
bokt^ilso in tbe^ heart^-^^w Dimd i says, *^ in 
*< the' ii^ward part8,''*''t]»it. tbe worshipper 
of! God} should! faave^ neither deeeit'^ nop 
fftMldr mueh T^s^ any* faUehood'about him. 
**'l%ese: are the" tbingstthat yesfaalL do: 
•♦^ speak' ye every man the* truth- to hi* 
netghbour, execute the judgment oPtrath 
andCpeaee'in your' gat^s; and' let none^ 
« of^you; Imagine evil in your* hearts against 
*' his neighbour J and lore no faille toiith; 
*^ for all these are things^ that I hate, saitht 
« Ae Lord." 

Thfere-is no one, F beliew, high or low, 
rick' or poor, who does not-wisfa to-be taken 
fbr a person of truth' or credibility. Let a^ 
person' be guilty of what sin soever against 
God. or man, let him< be guilty of cheating, 
swearing, drinking^ adultery, or any otlier 
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deadly nn, still you can ofiend lum in no 
way ao much as to tell him, that you doubt 
bis word. He does not think that you can 
injure his character more deeply, than hj 
proclaiming him a Uar. And accordingly 
we see that, in every class of society, people 
always resent most bitterly, any words or 
conduct which go to accuse them of false- 
hood. So that we shall never find any one 
who will not agree with the scripture in 
saying, that truth is necessary in every 
person j and that a liar is odious and abo- 
minable, in the sight both of God and man. 
It is strange, then, that a vice so uni- 
versally detested, should not be entirely 
banished out of the world ! Since every 
one agrees in crying out upon those who 
do not speak the truth, how does it happen 
that so much falsehood and lying every 
where prevail ? It happens, in respect tQ 
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this sin, as it does with many others — ^that 
people can see it, and blame it, in every one 
but themselves. They can easily and 
readily accuse their neighbours of not 
speaking the truth, but they seldom acknow* 
ledge that they themselves have told a lie. 
JBut He who seeth the hearts of men, and 
knoweth their yeij thoughts,* can tell the 
falsehoods that lying lips have uttered, and 
the lies which the heart hath conceived. 
And though man .can, perhaps, never find 
them out, nor punish them, yet the Father 
of truth will do both. 

But now since every body professes to 
love truth, and to hate lying, how does it 
happen there is so much falsehood and 
deceit in the world? For no one, I sup- 
pose, denies that this is really the case. 
It proceeds from the want of true religion. 

• Heb. iv. 12. 
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Di^pead upon it, novoieiinho 4ri^ly.{fB»f% 
. God,. and hopes : to .bam^^,; will ifv^r? wil- 
fully and knowingly be guilty oC W u^tripih. 
I do not meaKtOvsaythat p^i^sops who/,a^e 
.not religious, %^mt on ;jkjbat :.aceoii9t:b<s 
reckoned liars. By.noameans* i For we 
iknow tbiat numbers pfipep^e^wbo hai^eiiio 
I'egard for^ religion,^ are rs^metimes-pareful 
intspeaking the/truth. But this may arise 
iyom tho) regatd tjii^y Ji&^o for tlieir eba- 
racter- amopg fiFien, tbeir 'fear of the ill will, 
' or cokitempt of the world ; and/ not because 
they hate falsehood for the true/ rraspn: — 
'because it is hateful to God. But. aperson 
fWlio speaki the ti:uth only for worldIy»Fea- 
sons, will easily, for worldly reasons, also 
.^peak falsehood. He that feais God, will, 
for no earthly/ear or adyantage,: -speak.an 
uoti'Utb. 

Look at the. iG^se:T)f<^the Apostles, and 
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iirat'-Ckmtihns. How ^easily imght ;tliey 
* have escaped the cruel torments, and peroe- 
entions, ' ' and hoiTid deaths they aufibred » 
irierelyby saying tfa^y were not Ghrrstmbs, 
that theydid'nt)/ believe in Jesus Christ. 
^And many, I doubt not,* would think it no 
'sin-^nay, would say that they did no ^ more 
thta was rights when, • by telling such a 
' falsehood, they could ^save their lives. B\it 
it 'was < not ao with these sincere and real 
- disciples ' of J^siis. They wandered atwu t 
the world ** in sheep ^kins, and goat ;skins; 
** they were persecuted, reviled, tormented, 
'^'they were slain with the sword, they were 
**8awn^ asunder,*'* they suffered every pos- 
sible degree of tortua*e and death, for the 
truth! And what was/ more remarkable, 
'they withstood the temptations of j'ewards, 
honour, and riches, which they might, no 

♦-HeWxkS?. 
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doubt, hare possessed id abundance, if only 
they would have denied their Savioiii'^ and 
told a lie. But they were too well assured 
of the irnth of those " precious promises"* 

m 

Which their Divine Master had made ; they 
had, many of them, witnessed with too 
much sorrow, the falsehood of their brother 
Apostle, and afterwards martyr for the 
truth — St. Peter : they knew too well 
the punishment and shame which a liar 
must always suffer, to think of pronounc- 
ing a falsehood ; or to sat/ they did not 
believe in Christ. 

Now all these things were written for 
our example, that we should not only 
believe ** the truth as it is in Jesus,''t but 
that ^* putting away lying, we should, each 
** of us, speak the truth to our neighbour, "t 

* 2 Pet. i. 4. t Eph. iv. 24. 

X Eph, ir. 26. 
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Without truth, indeed, no society could 
long exist. Consider what a state must 
that country, or town, or parish be in, 
where no person could believe a single word 
which another said. No man's life or pro- 
perty would be safe for an hour. No busi- 
ness nor work could go on. All dealings 
and credit would be at an end* Every 
one would suspect his neighbour, and we 
know how soon a person suspected, is often 
induced to become the character he is sus- 
pected to be. And from not being able to 
believe any thing our neighbours said or 
did, how soon should we begin to suspect 
the truth of the Scriptures — and then the 
truth of God; or that there was a God 
at all! The whole frame of society, in 
fact, would be dissolved, — and the earth 
would be turned into a hell, where truth 
was not to be found. 

G 
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It Is truth, then, that binds the world 
together, and unites man with God, and 
with his fellow-men. In proportion as 
truth is regarded or not, so will religion 
and happiness flourish or decline, in coun- 
tries or families. " For every one that is 
" of truth,, hearefch the voice of Christ,"* 

..: * Jphn xviii. 37, , , . 



PART IL 

* • . 

I have thus shown you the nature and 
the importance of truth; and how neces- 
sary it is for keeping up order and religion 
in the world. And as the world is but one 
large family, so whatever serves to improve 
it, and make it good and happy, must also 
be practised in all those smaller families of 
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which the world is made up. If truth be 

not practised in our own household, it 

cannot be expected we shall have much 

regard for it abroad. As servants form a 

great part of most familiesi much of their 

happiness and comfort muist depend upon 

their regard for truth. A servant who is 

given to falsehood, is, in fact, the most 

dangerous and mischievous person that can 

come about a house. There c^n be no 

dependence placed upon hiufi. It is an old, 

and true saying, that >*a liar is not believed 

" even when he speaks the truth.** 

It is generally to conceal some fault, or 

negligence, or dishonesty, that a servant 

tells a lie. It is not often that one lie will 

be enough ; but as he has spoken false in 

one instance, he must ^o so in many others, 

to get completely clear of his accusation. 

What a shocking reflection it is, that a 

G 2 
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person can hardly ever commit one sin^ 
without running into several others at the 
same time ! And yet how little did the 
sinner think of this when he began ! A 
servant cannot tell a lie, but he is guilty, of 
at least, two sins against God — ^and gene- 
rally many more. He is guilty of a lie— 
and he is guilty of deceiving his employer, 
by keeping him in ignorance of the damage 
or injury he has suffered, which has 
required a lie to conceal it. And besides all 
this, the other servants, or the children of 
a family, often seeing how well a falsehood 
succeeds, are tempted to use the same way 
of covering their own offences. 

As all instruction is best seen by an 
example, I would wish you to consider 
most seriously, the case of Gehazi, the 
servant of Elishaj 2 Kings chap. 5. With 
what a deceitful appearance of unconcern 



and innocence did he go in and stand 
before his master, the man of God, 
after he had robbed the generous Naaman, 
under pretence that the Prophet wanted 
money and clothes for two young men! 
See how his first lie, by which he deceived 
the Syrian Commander, was followed by 
another^ in order to deceive his master. 
'^ Whence comest thou Gehazi?'' asked 
Elisha* Thy " servant went no whither }*' 
was his lying answer. But God's spirit^ 
which his master, the Prophet, possessed^ 
went with him when he ran after the 
Syrian officer, and detected him in his 
abominable sin. In this world, therefore, 
this lying servant was made a lasting mo* 
nument of divine vengeance; for ^* the 
<< leprosy of Naaman," a dreadful disease, 
<< clave unto him, and unto his seed, for 
« ever.*' 
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This shocking vice of lying seldom 
comes upon a man or woman ail at 
once. It is generally a babit acquired by 
degrees, beginning by little and little, till 
at last it ends in total loss of character and 
confidence. It is really melancholy to see 
how little regard to truth is too often found 
among the children of the poor, and of, 
indeed, all classes in society* There is no 
one but has remarked how easily, and ap- 
parently, how naturally a young offender 
tells a deliberate falsehood, in order to 
save himself from the fedr of punishment. 
It is truly lamentable. * For the children 
would not be so often guilty of this sin, 
unless they had too frequent examples of 
it at home, or were duly corrected for it as 
a great and deadly sin against God. And 
when this vice is allowed to go on un- 
checked, until, with increasing years, it 
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has grown into a haldt; a lie then becomes 
a readier answer than the truth, till at 
length the sinner scarcely knows when he 
is telling truth or felsefhood. This is a 
melancholy picture you will say. - It is so— 
but I fear there are many that can bear me 
witness, that the case is but too cotnmon: 
If children were, bethnes, duly impressed 
with the- Almighty's ^hatred to falsehood ; 
of his presence in every place to discover it; 
and of bis determination to punish it; they 
would not venture for their' lives,- to tell a 
lie. But' when they see and hear those to 
whom they ought to look up for every thin^ 
good, practice this hateful sin themselves: 
when they hear how successfully their em- 
ployers and masters have been deceived and 
cheated by a bold face, and an impudent 
falsehood ; can it be expected that they 
should not put the same means into prac- 
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tice» whenever they thiDk they can do so 
without discovery ? 

But how generally is the liar detected, 
either sooner or later. Suspected he must 
soon be, for some of his falsehoods must 
breed suspicion ; and then he will mostly 
find, that his earthly master will not allow 
him to go unpunished in some way, if his 
falsehood be accompanied, as it usually isp 
by some other fault. 

If a servant did but know his own worldly 
interest, how strictly would he always i^ak 
the truth. Let the fault he had committed, 
or the injury he had done his employer, be 
what it might, how greatly is it lessened in 
the eyes of every master or mistress, by the 
offender's immediately declaring the truth ! 
It takes off the sting of reproach, and 
blunts the edge of anger. The real fact 
is told \ the servant is sorry for what has 
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happened ; and if he dislike confessing 
what he has done amiss, he will take the 
more care not to have any occasion to con- 
fess in future. But where the habit of lying 
prevails, nothing unfortunate takes place 
but it is thought necessary to cover it by a 
falsehood, though, perhaps, no blame either 
could or would hare attached to the servant; 
for it might have been out of his power 
to prevent it, whatever it was. Yet, from 
custom J he has told a lie about it;^ and has 
committed a deadly sin for nothing/ Nav, 
even where truth would have proved of 
advantage to him» 

I would to God that persons m all sta- 
tions, as well as servants and labourers 
would consider the inestimable value of 
TRUTH, both to their earthly and heavenly 
welfare. Weretheheadsoffamiliesmorepar- 
ticular in discountenancing and reproving 
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the kast deviation from . truth, it would 
make a wonderful change in the religious 
and moral state . of the : world*. Lying is 
the parent of almost every vice. 1 believe 
it never goes alone. A liar cannot be ^ 
religious person — for he cannot' remember 
that .the eye of that Being is constantly 
upon him, who has said " Thou shalt not 
" bear false witness j" " Speak ye every 
" man the truth to his neighbour/' If 
you did consider yourself as constantly in 
the presence of God, ** unto whom alt 
*' hearts be open/' you would not dare to 
speak an untruth. 
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PART III. 

Many servants' are tempted to tell lies 
to conceal, not only their own faults, but 
the faults of their fellow-servants. It is 
thought that it would be so treacherous 
and dishonourable ' to disclose the faults of 
your fellow-servants, and not to scruple to 
tell a lie to conceal theiA, that many a 
young servant, who detests lying, is fright- 
ened into* it, lest he should be disliked or 
ill-treated 'by> those he lives with. And 
this is a^ very common case.^ ^ But I would 
ask you, what difference is there in telling 
a lie to skreen another person, or to shelter 
yourself? It is a lie, let it be told for any 
purpose. And as stich^ makes you just as 
much a liar, as if you told it for your own 
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benefit, as you may call it. But is not a 
liar an abomination in the sight of God ? 

But you think you would get ill* will, or 
be called a coward, or tell-tale, if you were to 
speak the truth concerning your fellow- 
servants, on all occasions. And can you 
call yourself a Christian, if you are not 
ready " to suffer for the truth's sake ?'* 
Is not this one of the trials of your faith 
and sincerity in your holy religion, that 
you should resist the temptation to sin, and 
bear your cross-*the shame, as wicked 
people call it, of being true to your Saviour; 
willing rather to sufier any reproach, thau 
disgrace your Christian profession ? 

Consider how much wickedness you may 
be the means of preventing, by a strict 
adherence to truth. If your fellow-servants 
know that no earthly consideration will 
keep you from speaking the truth, will it 
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not make them more cautious m doing 
what is wrong ? May not your example 
keep them back from sin? May you not^ 
thus, under God, be the blessed means of 
/< converting a sinner from the error of 
^* his way, and of saving his soul from 
«• death ?'** 

When they see you determined, in spite 
of any bad consequence to yourself, to 
speak the whale truth ; will they not begin 
to think that there must be something in 
your heart that thus sets you up above the 
world, and gives you that courage and 
peace of conscience, which the liar can 
never know ? For the liar is a coward : 
and like a coward, must always be uneasy, 
and afraid of being discovered. 

I by no means wish you to think that you 
may become tatlers and tale-bearers. Hiis 

• * 

* James V. 20« 
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is a most odious character ; and caonot be 
too much reproved. But there is a wide 
difference between a tale-bearer, and one 
who speaks truth. The tale-bearer most 
generally isy in some degree; a liar dso. 
For he tells those things which are preju- 
dicial to his fellow-servants, out of spite- or 
envy to them ;. or for the purpose of unduly 
gaining his master's favour. And to do thiV, 
he will not always keep to the truth. But 
the servant who loves truth, and speaks it» 
is no whisperer. He certainly will not see 
his master wronged or defrauded, without 
informing him. He will not be a witness 
of sinful and wicked • practices, without 
endeavouring to put them down, at what- 
ever chance of ill-will or hatred: but he 

will, when required, boldly, and at once, 
speak the truth without fear or favour—- 
without prevaricating or shuffling. For 
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truth only partly told, is falsehood. He 
will speak the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, as he hopes to be 
helped and saved by that Almighty Being, 
whose word is truth, and who is truth 

ITSELF* ! ) 

A person may lie by kee^Hng silence. 
A person may act a lie as well as speak 
one. Whatever you say or do, which 
makes another believe that a thing is dif- 
ferent fi^om what he thinks it isi or that it 
is, what it really is- not — that is a > lie, a 
deceit*. * 

If, for instance,. you leave -your master's 
house on: a 'Sunday, at the tisuid hour /of 
prayer, as if you were going to church, and 
return at the time divine service is generally 
over, without having been there, you have 
been acting a lie, though you may not have 
uttered one with your lips. Your master 
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supposed that you were gone to God's 
worship} that you had been to church, as 
you returned at the proper time, and you 
wished him to believe you had been there : 
while, in &ct, you had been Gpending the 
time in Bome other pkce } it may be in bad 
company — for bad must that company be 
which can jdraw you from the house of God. 
And thus you will have been guilty of as 
great an untruth, as if you had actually said 
* I have been at church,' while you were» 
in fact, at some other place. 

One great cause of untruth in servant^ 
is negligence and idleness. A serrsnt who 
has no inclination to tell lies, is led into 
the practice very often, in order to excuse 
some neglect. He will say, 'he was busy 
with something else,' or ' it could not be 
done in the time;' and various other sub* 
texfugeswhich readily come to the lips of the 
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idle or careless servant^ when he knows in 
his heart, that the excuse itself is absolutely 
false. The servant who is diligent in his 
business, and has his work done by the 
proper time, puts away a great cause of 
temptation to lie* 

And here let me caution the young and 
unwary against a practice which has been 
the making of many liars-^I mean that of 
telling lies in jest. It is dangerous playing 
with edged tools. It is particularly danger- 
ous sporting with the truth. It is of so 
delicate a nature, that the slightest scratch 
will wound it. Depend upon it, the person 
who begins with telling lies in jest, will not 
be long before he tells them in earnest. If 
you cannot jest without committing sin, 
it is better to leave it off altogether. 

I trust, by God's grace, that by this 
time you are convinced how great a sin 
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FALSEHOOD is in the sight of God; and 
what dangers and difficulties it brings a 
person into^ in a mere worldly point of 
of view. A liar is hated and despised'. A 
liar cannot be religious — for he who would 
worship the God of truths ** must worship 
'^ him in spirit and ^in truth.** A liar 
cannot, therefore, be agood servant. And 
let it be remembered, tliat dll* those excuses 
and evasions which "many make, who are 
not, perhaps, given to direct lying, are very 
nearly related to downright falsehood ; 
and if encouraged, will soon* become so. 

The character of a liar will always be 
poor, and mean, and sneaking, " lor he' wrH 
always be in fear of being found opt. 
Nothing is so brave or bold as truth. 
Nothing exalts a person more in the eyes 
of his neighbours, than a strict adherence 
to the truth. To say that a person's word 
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may be trusted in any case, is always con- 
sidered as no small praise. . But above all^ 
nothing makes a man more like God. For 
" God is truth." The Holy Ghost is the 
spirit of truth : and he ivbo loves truth, 
and speaks it, and does it, will ever be 
assisted and dh*ected by that Holy Spirit. 
Most seriously and most earnestly do I 
entreat you to consider the wonderful im- 
portance of constantly and religiously ad- 
hering, npon eoery occasion^ to the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth. Even in cases where telling the 
truth may appear likely to lead you into 
difficulties, still go on; dare to speak the 
truth. It can, of itself, often deliver you 
from danger. For the God of truth will 
never allow his servants to suffer in the 
end, for doing his pleasure. And your 
earthly master cannot but approve and trust 
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the person who would incur any blame or 
punishment, rather than offend his God. 



THE PRAYER. 

O Almighty God, whom truly to know is ever* 
lasting life, grant ns perfectly to know thy Son 
Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life ; 
that following the steps of thy holy Apostles, we 
may constantly speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, 
and patiently suffer for the truth's sake, through 
Jesus Christ our L<tf d« Amen. 

Collects for St PhiUp and Sl Jamesy and St, 
John BapHsts day^ 



SERMON VI. 



ST. JAMES i. 26. 

If any man among y<M seem to be religious, and 
bridleth not Ms tongue, but deceiveth Ms oum 
beart^^is mmis religion is vain. 

VERY nearly connected with truth, 
(which I made the subject of my . last 
sermon) is the government of tongtie. 
Some people appear to think very little of 
the government of their tongue, but allow 
themselves to use it with such freedom, 
bdth as regards their own welfare, and the 
peace and comfort of their neighbours— 
that one would suppose they had never 



142 

read nor heard what the scriptures say upon 
the subject; and especially St. James» who, 
in my text, declares that ** if any man 
** among you seem to be religious, and 
** bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth 
** his own heart, that man's religion is 
*• vam. 

Of all the creatures which God has 
created upon earth, men only have the 
gift of speech. So noble and wonderful 
a bounty, we may be sure, was not be- 
stowed upon us for a bad, but for a good end. 
** Our tongues were made to praise the 
** Lord, and not speak ill of men/** They 
were given us for the acquirement of know- 
ledge, and the instruction of our fellow 
creatures; not for blaspheming the holy 
name of God, or of defaming our 
neighbours, or of tale bearing, or telling 

* Wattfl's Hymns. 
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falsehoods. And it is not a matter of 
indifference, or a trifluig thing, whether 
we use our best endeavours to bridle and 
restrain our '* tongues from evil speaking, 
^Mying, and slandering/' or not: it is a 
most serious duty. If we take no care in 
this matter; if we let pur. tongues loose 
upon every things and every' body^ when- 
ever our anger, or malice, or love of tale- 
bearing, or talking, tempts us, we cannot 
be religious; we cannot have a due fear 
and reverence for God s laws ; we break 
bis holy commandment, ^* Thou shalt not 
*' bear £ilse witness against thy neighbour,'* 
In short, if any " man seem to-be religious, 
*' and bridleth not his tongue, that man's 
'* religion is vain. 

It is, therefore, as I have said, no trifling 
matter; whatever some may think, or 
however much it may be laughed at, or 



joked about in society. We know that 
people often laugh at, or despise things 
which are very serious in the sight of God. 
^* Fools make a mock at sin/'* Wise and 
religious persons see the wisdom and the 
necessity of observing the strictest caution 
in their speech: For they know that the 
Apostle St. James says, ** If any man offend 
*' not in word, the same is a perfect man^ 
'^ and able also to bridle the whole body/'t 
And our blessed Lord himself has placed 
the subject in the most serious light, when 
he declared, that by our speech and con- 
versation, the state of our hearts may be 
known, ** for out of the abundance of the 
** heart the mouth speaketh. A good man, 
*^ out of the good treasure of his heart, 
'^ bringeth forth good things ; and the 
« evil man, out of the evil treasure, bringeth 

♦ Prov. xiv. 9. t St. James iiL 
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**fortli evil things. But I say unto you, 
" that every idle word that men shall speak, 
** they shall give account thereof in the day 
" of judgment. For by thy vrords thou 
*^ shalt be justified^ and by thy words thou 

• * 

'* shalt be condemned.'** 
The Prophet David said, " I will take 

" heed to my ways, that I sin not with 

»- 

my. tongue.'*t Now there are three prin- 
cipal ways in which we may thus sin or 
offend :— -against God, against our neighs 
hour J and against ourselves. 

Let every servant, both of man and of 
God, consider how often hb offends the 
Almighty with his tongue ! Were not you, 
as well as your tongue and all belonging to 
you, made from the dust, by God \ and can 
you think it '* a small thing " that you, or 
your members, should rise up in rebellion 

* Matt, xii. 35, f Psalm xxxix. 1. 
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against your Maker^ and prophane his holy 
name^ by obscene and filthy conversation, 
indecent jests^ or above alU with cursing 
and swearing, and blaspheming the name of 
the most High God ? Is it not surprising, 
that those who misuse the gift of speech to 
such prophane and wicked purposes, are not 
immediately deprived of thepowerof talking? 
We see people every day, vrho are angry 
and enraged beyond measure, when* any 
person has spoken something unpleasant, 

or untrue about them ; and are ready to re- 
venge and punish the offence, in the se- 
verest manner. But how seldom do we 
see even those same people take any oflfence, 
at hearing the sacred name of God reviled 
orprophaned, and evil spoken of? Nay^ 
so far from it, that they are themselv^ea 
guilty of this sin. And yet these people 
have no fears about their salvation. They 
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never think that God will call them to ac- 
count for thus '* taking his name in vain,'' 
or cursing their fellow, creatures. If such 
persons ** seem to be religious," if they 
prqfess any hopes of being saved hereafter 
by the Christian Religion, ^^ their religion 
is vainJ^ The tongue of such men ** is a 
fire, a world of iniquity."^ It is in such 
cases, truly said to be ^'set on fire of hell:" 
for what but the power of the wicked one 
could tempt it to blaspheme its Creator ? 
** Th^ tongue isan unruly evil, full of deadly 
<' poison : therewith bless we God, even the 
'^ Father: an4 therewith curse we men^ 
<< which are made after the similitude of 
<^ God : oujb of the same mouth proceedeth 
« blessing and cursing.'^f 

The servant who does not bridle his 
tongue, but suffei? it to use the sacred 

* James iu.6. f James ilL 8, 9. 

H 2 



148 

name of God irreverently or prophanely, 
A^ill never have a due respect for his earthly 
master. If he do not regard the Majesty of 
Heaven, but wantonly make light of the 
name of God, he cannot be a sincere 
Christian, or a good servant; — <<he de- 
<< ceiveth his own heart, and his religion 
" is vain/* 

But it is not merely by swearing or using 
^rreverently the name of God, or accus- 
toming yourselves to repeat it upon trifling 
occasions ; such as to be often saying, '^ Good 
•• God !•' or " O Lord !" all which is certainly 
taking God's name in vain, and to no pur- 
pose : it is not all this that alone is bad : 
but it is sinful not to use our tongues for 
the purpose for which God gave them : — 
namely, for his praise and glory ^ to wor- 
ship and bless him for all his mercies. 
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Our speech ^^ should minister grace to 
•• the hearers/'* and should edify them— 
that isi we should take special care that no 
'^ corrupt communication proceed out of 
our mouths :** that nothing we say should 
in any way corrupt others. This respects 
our neighbour : but it has regard also to 
God : for whatever we say or do to injure, 
or to benefit our fellow creatures, is either 
pleasing or displeasing to God* Now 
nothing can surely be more at variance 
with the character of our religioni than to 
be in the habit of using indecent conversa- 
tion. It is a proof of a corrupt heart ; and 
it is one of the principal means which the 
adversary of our souls takes, to procure the 
ruin of many a thoughtless and giddy young 
person. 

Too often do we find servants given to 

* Bph. iv. 29. 
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this loose and improper language : language 
which undermines the principles of the 
young, and leads those that use it to wicked 
deeds. Therefore, ** Keep your tongue 
'* from evil, and your lips that they speak 
"no guile/* 

A servant with this bad habit, may cor- 
rupt a whole family^ and be the cause of 
ruining many an innocent person, as well 
as his own souL And believe me, there is 
nothing bold or witty in such discourse. 
Many young men think, if they swear and 
curse, and talk obscenely, that they appear 
bolder and more courageous than those who 
bridle their tongues* But it is poor cour- 
age that braves the anger of God — it is 
madness: — it is most melancholy wit that 
will jest a soul into helL If " for every 
idle word** you shall' be judged, much 
more for every obscene and evil word. 
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PART II. 



Next to such prophane and filthy 
speaking as this, is the propensity to tale 
bearing and scandal, as it is called* To 
speak of things that do not concern you, is 
certainly to speak idli/ ; and I have shown 
how your Saviour declares evert/ idle word 
must be answered for. But you cannofc 
always be talking of other people's business 
without also speaking sinfiiUy. 

There are in every place, some people 
who take more delight in discussing the 
afiairs of their neighbours, than in minding 
their own business ; who seem to think it 
necessary to learn and know every thing 
that passes. If any one that is a servant 
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has this propensity, let me seriously advise 
him or her to get quit of it immediately* 
It will be the greatest source of mischief 
to themselves and others^ possible. 

When servants are admitted into a family, 
they are made part of that family :— a cer- 
tain degree of trust is placed in them ; both 
in respect to the goods belonging to it, and 
also to the things which are said or done 
within the walls of the house. In every 
family there must of necessity many things 
take place which are not fitted for the public 
eye or ear. A man's house is his sanctuary. 
There he and his family feel themselves at 
liberty ; there they throw offall restraint :— - 
and if as it sometimes happens, circum^nces 
of an unpleasant nature arise, or misfortunes 
occur, which it is not proper should be 
known or spoken of; the servant who 
blabs them abroad, merely for the sake of 
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talking, or tale bearing, may do his em- 
ployers an injury which he never can repair. 
It is impossible to calculate the mischief 
that may be done in this way by tatlers ; and 
especially^ as it often happens that the truth 
is seldom regarded by such people. They 
gtt part of a story that perhaps is true, and 
to that they add whatever comes into their 
heads. Thus it is that characters are de- 
famed and reputations destroyed. In this 
sense does that saying of our Saviour's prove 
most true, ** that a man's foes shall be those 
" of his own household.'** It is astonishing 
how little servants in general think of this. 
They do not seem to remember, that if 
their employers were to use them in the 
same manner : if they wei^e to tell every 
where all their faults, their neghgence, 
their carelessness, inattention, and the 

♦ Matt. X. 86. 
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thousand little offences whieh they are con- 
stantly committing, bow very difficult it 
would then be for tbem to procure 
another situation. 

Persons who depend upon their good 
character for their subsistence, should be 
more than cautious how they allow their 
tongues to talk of the affiiirs, whether good 
or bad, of their employers. You see that an 
ill word from your matters might ruin you 
ibr life. If they said that you were dis- 
honest, or idle, or drunken, and giren to 
bad company, though it might not be en- 
tirely true, yet it would bring a great i^re/u* 
dice against you. And may not you repeat 
unthinkingly, many things that you have 
seen and heard, which will have the same 
effect of bringing a bad name or prejudice 
upon your employer } especially if you hare 
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only seen part^ or heard impevfecthf^ and 
make the rest up out of your own head ? 

Depend upon it^ a servant never lost any 
thing by holding his tongue upon the busi- 
ness of others. ** Let every man be slow to 
speak/'* says the Apostle ; let him consi- 
der well what it is he is going to say :— 
first, whether it is any concern of his : 
next, whether the mention of it is likely 
to do good or mischief: and lastly » if it be 
doubf/iil^ whether he is not bound to keep 
silence, not knowing whether he shall breed 
ill will or prejudice, or at least be guilty of 
a breach of trust, in speaking of the con- 
cerns of his employers. 

These things are very little considered 
by servants, if we may judge by theXooKsh 
and often wicked reports that get abroad : 
and which must generally have been first 
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told by the servants of a family* What 
tress, and confusion, and disagreement^ 
have such cruel tale-bearers broi^ht upoa 
friends and families ? What sin have those 
servants to answer for, who first put in cir- 
culation those half-told reports? Very 
often I believe nothing mischievous or evil 
is intended, by those who accustom them- 
selves to this discreditable practice :— -but 
it is no excuse to say, * I did not think that 
what I said, would do mischief/ ** Evert/ 
*^ idle word that men shall speak, they shall 
" give account thereof in the day of judg- 
^* ment.*'' Keeping silence in such cases, 
can never do harm, and it is the boundea 
duty of every servant. 

There would be less of this unprofitable, 
and often sinful talking, among servants ; 

* MaU. xiL 36. 
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were it not that they too often find In some 
of their employers, or in other persons, 
willing and eager listeners^ But those 
persons can have little regard for them- 
selves, or for their neighbours : — little re- 
gard for the good of poor heedless servants, 
or for their own characters, if they can 
su£Per or encourage such pernicious tale- 
bearing. A waste of their employers' time 
must take place, when servants are given to 
run about upon &uch employments ; and 
they little think, that those very people who 
listen with such pleasure to them, when 
they are relating the scandal of their own 
houses, will be among the first to say things 
unfavourable to themselves. St» Paul 
greatly blames certain persons, who he sayis, 
''had learnt to be idle, wandering about 
<<from house to house» and not only idle» 



158 

^* but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking 
things which they ought not. *** 

This is a true picture of such persons. 
Tattlers are mostly idle, for if their minds 
were occupied with their business, and with 
thinking of their spiritual concerns, they 
would find no leisure to talk of what did not 
concern them* They who interfere so 
much in the business of others, seldom look 
well to their own. This, in a servant is a 
great fault, for he has sold Ms time and 
work to his master, and if he do not give 
them, he is guilty of a fraud : he is not 
'' showing all good fidelity/* 

The consequences of not bridling the 
tongue, are very hurtful to the persons 
themselves^ as well as to their neighbours 
and employers. 

• 1 Hm. V* 13* 
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To get the name of a tattler and busy- 
body is next to being called a liar. And 
indeed tbe tattler is always in danger . of 
speaking what is not true. They who are 
so eager for news, or reports about others^ 
are seldom very careful about the truth of 
a story. They are apt, either to add to it» 
or to leave out something that does not 
make it quite what they wish it to be. And 
besides^ people often take advantage of their 
love of tale-bearing, and purposely deceive 
them ; so that, as I have saidj a tattler and a 
liar are nearly related ; and if they be not 
one and the same person, they are likely 
soon to become so. 

And, as I remarked in my last discourse^ 
as no one will bear to be called a liar, let 
him deserve the title ever so much, yet he 
can see well enough when others are guilty 
of this vice. So it is with tattling and tale- 
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bearing. '< You can take the mote out of 
*^ your brother's eye, but see not the beam in 
" your own eye."* Erery one professes to 
dislike the character of a tale-bearer. Let 
me then most seriously advise all servants, 
if they have taken no care to restrain their 
tongues from talking or tattling about their 
employers' or their neighbour's bu^ness ;^ 
from this moment, with God's grace, ** to 
*' bridle their tongues/' to keep silence, 
"yea, even from good words" if they have 
only a chance of being turned to the injury 
of others. Nothing is so discreditable to a 
person^ to a servant especially, as the cha- 
racter of a tale-bearer. It makes thena 
become a laughing stock, but more fre- 
quently a terror and a pest, to all around 
them. Bad reports would never get about, 
if there were not too many who took a plea- 

♦ Matt YiL S. 
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sure in hearing evil of their neighbours. 
Solomon calls the person a tale-bearer who 
revealeth secrets, but says that, " he that 
^^18 of a faithful spirit concealeth the 
** matter.'** And St. James says, " speak 
^^ not evil one of another, brethren. He 
** that speaketh evil of his brother, and 
'^judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the 
** Iaw**t of God, and sets himself up in the 
place of God, who only is the judge. So 
that you see, however little you may tbink 
of it, you are deeply offending against God, 
while you are idly telling the secrets of 
your employers, your fellow servants, or 
neighbours : injuring them, and hurting 
your own characters. 

There are few people who have not, at 
some time, suffered pain and uneasiness by 
being evil spoken of. Their character has 

* Prov. 3d.l3. t James iv. 11. 
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been perhaps injured by some false or ma- 
lignant report, set abroad either wilfully^ or 
by some babling tattler. Now let every one 
who feels an inclination to repeat any thing 
to the disadvantage of another, just put 
himselfinto the situation, in which he him- 
self was when he was ill spoken of; and 
recollect how he felt upon the occasion. 
Then let him consider the effect his piece 
of news may have upon his neighbour: 
whether it may not touch him in the same 
way : and will you '^ be doing to him, as 
you would be done by/* if you propagate 
any thing, however trifling, to his disad- 
vantage? Certainly not. 

Things said in jest, also, often injure as 
much, if not more, than slanders uttered in 
earnest ; inasmuch as they lead people to 
suppose they are harmless, because they are 
said in good humour. But^ like the fool 
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mentioned by Solomon, they often ** scatter 
'^ arrows, fire brands, and death, while they 
"say, am I not in sport ?"• 

Every prudent, every Christian servant, 
will therefore take constant and particular 
care to govern and restrain his tongue : nor 
let any swearing, profaneness, nor irreverent 
expression towards God, escape out of his 
mouth ; for if he bridleth not his tongue 
most carefully in this respect, whatever piety 
he may profess, we are assured that " he 
" deceives his own heart and his religion 
"is vain." 

The Christian servant will do his duty to 
his employer by being no tale-bearer, nor 
companion of those that are given to such 
practices, but will be " of a faithful spirit, 
** and conceal those matters,'' which happen 
in every family, and which it is hia 

. * ProY. zxvi. 1& 
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business to keep secret. The faithful 

servant will not ' waste his master's time 

in repeating tales out of his family, or in 
bringing in those he may hear at other 

places* He will rather employ his mind in 
thinking how he may improve himself in 
his duties towards his employer, and in 
those, most of all, which he owes to his 
Saviour and his God* These duties and 
employments are more than sufficient to 
occupy all his time and thoughts, without 
wasting them upon concerns with which he 
has no business. He will avoid all those 
people who would di-aw him into such un- 
profitable discourse ; and shun them as 
mischief-makers, for such they are. 

The faithful servant will know that as 
*^ he cannot do these things of himself, nor 
^' walk in the commandments of God, nor 
<< serve him without His special grace,'* he 
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must therefore pray earnestly for the assist- 
ance of God's holy spirit, that he may 
not offend with his tongue ; which he is 
sure to do if he speaks much, especially 
concerning other people: for he knows, 
from good authority, how difficult a thing 
it is not to sin in this way ; for what saith 
St. James, ^' if any man offend not in word 
'* the same is a perfect man, and able also to 
" bridle the whole body. Behold we put 
'Vbits in the horses' mouths, that they may 
*^ obey us, and we turn about their whole 
"body. Behold also the ships, which 
** though they be so great, and are driven 
" of fierce winds, yet are they turned about 
** with a very small helm, whithersoever the 
" governor listeth ;* even so the tongue, is a 
'* little member and boasteth great things. 
** Behold how great a matter a little fire 

* Wherever the pilot chooses. 
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** kindleth ! and the tongue is a fire, a world 
''of iniquity: so is the tongue among our 
'' members, that it defileth the whole.body^ 
''and setteth on fire the course of nature^ 
" and is set on fire of helL For every kind 
" of beasts and of birds, and of serpent^, 
" and of things in the sea, is tamed, and 
" hath been tamed of mankind : but the 
" tongue can no man tame ; it is an unruly 
" evil, full of deadly poison. Therewith bliass 
" we God, even the Father, and therewith 
" curse we men, which are made after the 
"similitude of God. Out of the same 
'^ mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. 
" My brethren, these things ought not so 
" to be. Doth a fountain send forth at the 
<< same place, sweet water and bitter ? Can 
^' the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive ber* 
<' ries ? either a vine, figs ? so can no foun* 

* James iiL 2. 
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'*taiii yield both salt water and fresh." 
You see then, you cannot speak evil of man 
and worship God sincerely with the same 
mouth* The attempt to do so, renders 
your " religion ▼ain," your worship 
hypocrisy. 

THE PRAYER. 

Blessed Lord, who out of the mouths of very 
babes and suckliiigs, hast perfected praise ; give us 
grace so to take heed to our ways, that we o£fend 
not in our tongues : that among all the trials and 
provocations of this sinful world, our lips being 
without guile, may, after thy examjde, O Holy 
Jesu, neither revile nor threaten, but speak only 
to the glory and honour of thy name, who livestand 
reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, for 
ever and ever. Amen* 



SERMON VII. 



1 CORINTHIANS tI. 19, 20. 

What ! know ye not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own ? for ye 
are bought with a price : therefore glorify God 
in your body, and in yow spirit, which are 
God*s. 

WHAT is it makes the difference 
between a living man, and a dead corpse? 
How is it, that what is now a lifeless piece 
of clay, was but a few hours, or perhaps 
minutes ago, a moving creature that could 
see and hear, and speak and understand? 
"What is it, that when taken away, causes 
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this change? It is, you will perhaps, say, 

because the life or breath is gone. But 

what is the life or breath ? Can you see it, 

or touch it ? When a person expires, dd 

you perceive any thing leave the body? 

No. You see that he ceases to breathe, 

and that what was a few moments before 

alive, and warm, and sensible, is now 

turned to a cold lump of earth, which, in a 

few hours more, will be a mass of putrid 

corruption. What is it, in fact, that makes 

us live? It is ^* the Spirit of God which 

" is within us." It is *« the Holy Ghost 

*• which is in us, which we have of God.*' 

When God first made man out of the 

dust of the ground, we are informed in the 

Book of Genesis, that " God breathed into 

" his nostrils the breath of life, and man 

** became a living soul." A piecq of clay 

became the receptacle, — ^the house in which 
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the apkit of ih^ Almighty Cr^itor took up 
)m abode. And as those baildiiigt, fft 
^hich we worship Ood« are cotnraoily Imilf 
mth more eare, and omameoted ill i 
manaer superior to the eommon dwelling- 
hoCMe we live in-— aad are called temples^ or 
ehtfrchet; because in them we have the 
presence of God touchMifed to ns in a 
more particular mtoner : ias his gl^iy ^Ai 
seen to shine in the ten^le of Jemsaleni«^ 
so therefore^ when we become '* living 
** souls/' Ood does not call us houses 
merefly of the spirit^ but temples^^holy 
and consecrated places^— like ^urches^ set 
apai-t for His own particular service. 

Now^ since it is considered as a proof ^ 
a man's having lost all sense of religioa 
and decency-^if lie weile to defile, or dis- 
honor, or commit any act by wfakfa lie 
damaged a churchy <fr bcdy tem pie' ^ ' ao 
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yoa tei, tkust G^ muki ders fliny «ifl 6oM- 
mitted kf A person wfaa ba6 the breaith of 
hid Spirit iQ bim, as a sort of sacrilege } as 
an injury and damage done to the churchy 
or dwelling of the Holy Ghost* 

The crime o£ sacrilege^ or do>ng any 
^ing to injure, or defile^ or disgrace the 
holy ten^Ie at Jerusalem, was held to be 
very great by the Jews j who esteemed theii* 
temple— iti which the risible presence of 
God appeared — most sacred. You may 
remember how our blessed Lord himself was 
angredp when he drove the buyers and 
sellers out of the courts of the temple, and 
would not suffer the people to prophane it 
by mdctng it a thoroughfare, or allow them 
so much as to carry any vessel through h.* 
And so whoever with us, loses that rever- 
ence whicfh a Christian ought to have for 

^ Mark xi. 16. 
l2 
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the chutchy in which the prayers of Christ^* 
ians are offered up to God, and does any 
thing to defile it, oflfends, not only against 
his fellowK^reatureSf but against Him whos^ 
worship is carried on within its walls. 
• Now; then, only consider your body to 
be, what the temple of Jerusalem was, or a 
Christian church is now. Consider it to be 
made expressly for the service and worship 
of God; consider, that whatever is done 
within it of a wicked or shameful nature, 
is a direct affront to God^ who, by his 
Spirit, dwells within it ; and you will then 
understand what St Paul means, when he 
says, in the words of my text, " What! 
<* know ye not that your body is the temple 
^' of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which 
" ye have of God." 

You see, unless the breath and the spirit 
of God was within you, you would cease to 
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live ; you would return to the dust, out of 
which you were made ; to the dust, or the 
earth, which is the commonest and least 
valuable thing in the wcH*Id. Out of this 
you were taken/ by the Almighty^ and 
made a man ; as a potter takes a piece of 
clay, and makes it into a vessel ; and so of 
all the animals — the horse, the ox, the 
^heep, the dog, are all made of the same 
materials ; they live and breathe as we dp, 
but they have no reason nor understandings 
as we have : God did not breathe into their 
nostrils the breath of life^ of immortality ; 
they did not become ** Ivoing soulsJ* 
Their body is not as ourSj *^ the temple of 
'^ the Holy Ghost;" His Spirit does not 
dwell in them. They may be compared to 
ordinary buildings, with which a man may 
do what he pleases ; while our bodies are 
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like the (Bhurdi, whidi no one may injure 
or defile by any improper use. 

I hsre been thps long end pertieular in 
explaining this part, of tlie text^ beeause I 
wish ypu to understand clearly and dis« 
tinctly, the t^alue which your boeHes bear in 
the sight of God. They are not like the 
bodies of beasts or dumb animals, which we 
may kill for our use— we may not do ae 
with the bodies of men ; for they are <* the 
** habitations of the spirit of God/' 

But the Apostle goes even further, and 
says, that our body is not only to be con- 
sidered as the church or temple of God the 
Holy Ghost — and so, devoted, set apart, 
and kept holy, particularly for His serrice, 
and for no other purpose whaterer — but he 
tells us, that we are not our awn ! " We 
<* are God's workmanship '*-«ju8t as the 
vessel 4s the property of the potter who 
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makes it ; and not only so, but we Kaire been 
bought ^Iso by Je^us Christ; who, after* 
we had 1^ God's service, and sold our- 
selves to the Devil, purchased, bought us 
back again, redeemed us at the price of his 
precious blood. So that you see, in what- 
ever way we injure or defile our body, we 
are not damaging what is our own property, 
but the property of God, who first made 
u», and then bought us back again. Add 
just so, if we damage a building or house 
which was not ours — we should do an 
injury to the owner : if we prophaned a 
church, we should insult God, to whose 
honour it is built; and if we defile our 
body by sin or lewdness, we damage, 
defile, and prophane the church, the temple 
or dwelling of the Holy Spirit of God. 

Now there are some particular sins which 
are said to defile the body in a more 
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especial manner than Others. We may be 

guilty of many things which will injure our 

neighbour ; we may cheat, or lie, or steal, or 

8W£ar,or blaspheme. By these we sin against 

God, and defraud our neighbcmr ; but we 

do not by these, sin against our cfwn bodies^ 

All these, and such like sins, are without 

the body — distinct from it. " Every ^n 

** that a man doeth is without the body/'* 

But there is a sin which is declared to be 
particularly a sin against the body ; and, 

therefore, a sin against the dwelling, or 

temple of the Holy Ghost—" He that 

*^ committeth fornication, sinneth against 

•* his own body/* And again, " Know ye 

** not that ye are the temple of God, and 

^* that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

" If any man defile the temple of God. 

" him shall God destroy, for the temple of 

* 1 Corinthians Ti. 18. 
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•^ God is holy, which temple ye are/** I 
would wish you to read, with particular 
attention, the latter part of 1 Cor* ch. vi.t 
and then consider the light in which the 
sin of fornication and adultery i& viewed in 
the sight of God. 

• 1 Cor. ill. 16. 

f 1 Cor. vi. 13. Now the body is not for forni- 
cation, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the 
body. And God hath both raised up the Lord, and 
wiQ also up us by his own power. Know ye not 
that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall 
I then take the members of Christ, and make 
them the members of an harlot? God forbid* 
What ! know ye not that he which is joined to an 
harlot, is one body ? For two, saith he, shall be 
one flesh. But he that is joined unto the Lord is 
one spirit. Flee fornication. Every sin that a man 
doeth, is without the body :: but he that cominitteth 
fornication, sinneth against his own body. What! 
know ye not that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you, whiish ye have of God, 
and ye are not your own? For ye are bought 
with a price : therefore glorify God in your body, 
and in your spirit, Ti4ich are God's. 
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That it is a sin of common occtirrence, 
makes the ain itself no less. It only shows 
the hardness of hearts which may in time 
be produced by evil practices. How 
awfully the Scripture shows you^ that thta 
deadly sin is a direct insult to the Spirit 
which dwelleth in your bodies; to that 
Holy Spirit by which alone, you ** live and 
" move, and have your being/'* for he is 
'* the Lord and giver of life j*' and without 
which, in one moment more, any one of 
you may be a corpse. It might be thought 
that the very dread and fear of such an 
awful change, might deter people from this, 
and every other sin. But you see too well, 
that even upon the brink of eternity, as 
every one of us continually is, we can fly 
in the face of our creator, and insult that 
gracious spirit by whose breath alone we 
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live! What a dreadful thing must sin be^ 
which can lead us to such madness! Yet 
so it is. And the sin of lust and impure 
desires, dreadful in its effects as it is, is one 
which the world thinks so little of, as 
almost to fancy it is no sin at all. But the 
gospel, my friends, thinks and speaks dif« 
ferently. It says, your body, not your 
bodies, but the body of every individuali 
is the sacred residence — the temple of the 
Holy Ghost : that whoever prophanes thi^ 
temple, •• him will God destroy;" and 
that the deadly sin of fornication, is that 
which most particularly defiles the body. 

Is then the opinion of the world, or the 
command of the Gospel, to be most re<* 
garded? is God or mammon to be served 7 
'< If Baal be God, follov^ himj but if the 
^« Lord, then follow him.'** Tliereffore, 

* 1 Kinirs xviii. 21. 



180 

whoever choose to follow the world, and 
their own bad inclinations, and commit 
this deadly sin, must not suppose they are 
the servants of the living God, but of the 
God of this worlds the Devil. 

B|it the Gospel comes closer to us still. 
It does not only look to our outward acts, 
but it regards also the inward desires of our 
hearts. If we should be called to account, 
at the day of judgment, onli/ for those sins 
which were seen and discovered by men, 
what saints would many appear, who are in 
reality more like devils ? If we were to 
answer only for our outward deed«, which 
alone man sees, there are many who* might 
have a fair accoupt. But when the heart 
is dissected and laid open ; when the heart 
out of which, * as our Lord says, " pro- 
<^ eeeds evil thoughts, murders, adulteries. 
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*' fornications, thefts, false witnesir, and 
^' blasphemies ;''* when the heart is ex< 
posed naked to the view of men and angels, 
then,, indeed, may the sinner tremble. 
Then it will not be enough that we have 
not committed the outward act, but it will 
be known whether we have been guilty of 
wishing to commit it* *< Whosoever,'' 
says our Lord, '* looketh upon a woman, to 
^* lust after her, hath committed adultery 
" already with her in his heart.** f 

In whatever way the world, that is, the 
people about us, may talk of fornication, 
and such like sins, you see how Jesus Christ 
speaks of them, and the sentence which 
thby will have in the day of judgments 

♦ Mfttt. XV, 19. f Matt^ V. 28. 
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PART II. 

AS I write, most especially to servants, 
I have endeavoured to show them in the 
plainest and strongest manner, the immense 
danger into which they run their souls, by 
even encouraging impure thoughts and 
and desires, much more by being guilty of 
any acts of indecency and lewdness. The 
subject I know, is one of great delicacy, 
and difficult to be spoken of in public. 
But it is a subject which the ministers of 
the Gospel, are bound to press very strongly 
upon their people, and to warn them conti- 
nually, ** to flee fornication, '' for by it they 
defile the body— the temple of God ; and, 
to assure those who do so, that *^ them will 
** God destroy/^ And^ therefore, whatever 
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scoffi and sneers Christ's ministers may 
meet with in performing this, as well 
as. any other part of their duty, we must 
not regard* For people do not easily 
bear to be reproved for their sins. We 
know, that when our Lord himself accused 
the Jews of this crime, they would listen to 
him no longer, but left him, and hated 
him ; and if they used kim so, we, his ser« 
vants, can expect no better treatment* *^ If 
*^ they have called the master of the house 
^* Beelzebub, much more those of hia 
** household/** 

The sin is a deep and deadly one. So 
says the Gospel, ao says God* As servants 
are frequently thrown into situations where 
they may have more opportunities of being 
tempted into this sin» it becomes my duty 
to warn them, especially^ against iU I 

• Matt.x.S5* 
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hope I have shown in what a light it is 
viewed by God. Let me now point out, by 
what means the temptations to it may be 
overcome, and the sin avoided. 

Fortunately, though the world is apt te 
make hght of, and jest upon this vice, yet 
there is in Society so much decency re- 
maining, as to brand with some degree of 
shame, those thi^ are guilty* Yet as many 
are restrained from this, as well as several 
ether sins, not from any fear of God, or €)£ 
prophaning the temple of the Holy Ghost ; 
but from fear of losing their character in 
the world ; it is absolutely necessary that 
they should know, that the sin may be com- 
mitted in the heart. This is the place 
where it is Jirst to be resisted ; as I have 
just shown, it is in the corrupt heart of 
men^ that wickedness begins. Consider I 
beg you this point. . You must by the help 
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of that Spirit which dwelleth in you, resist 
the ^rst temptations which arise in your 
minds ; you must ** resist the devil,'* who 
puts these evil thoughts into your hearts; 
and be assured if you do, ** he witl flee 
" from you.'** However strong the tempta- 
tionj God has declared that He will make 
** a way to escape" if you take Him for your 
guide. Remember how Joseph was tempted^ 
and how he escaped and preserved his in** 
nocence, even at the hazard of his Kfe.^ 
And remember too, how every one of you 
prays every day of your life, that God will 
** not lead you into temptation," that is, 
will not suffer the evil one to lead you into 
situations, where you may be tempted to sin. 
Then consider how foolish, how hypocri- 
tical will be your daily prayer, if instead of 
doing all you can to avoid temptations, you 

• James ir^ !•. 
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yourselCgo in search oftkem. Ujonthert 
fiill into iin of your own seeking, will it 
not be a mockery of God when you heg 
him to keep you out of it ? 

When servants are therefore thrown into 
such temptations, as many of you are, ea* 
pecially when you go where there are many 
servants in a family ; bow strict and careful 
should be all your language, your lod^s* your 
words, and whole behaviour? Separated 
from your friends and parents, you are thrown 
among strangere. You frequently have to 
live with other seiTants of corrupt and 
wicked characters. What opportunities then 
will you often have, of committing many 
great and deadly sins? How earnest there- 
fore must be the servant's prayer who is a 
Christian, that God would preserve you 
from temptation? how cautious in every 
thing you say or do? how attentive to the 
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inward workings and desms of your own 
heart i 

No one erer yet became very wicked or 
sinful all at once.. Peo{4e go on to sin by 
degrees, and this makes it so necessary to 
watch the very first beginnings of wn . No w. 
in the case before us, what apparently little 
things in themselves will lead a young man 
or woman, by slow, perhaps, yet sure steps 
to their ruin ! One single day, one single 
houpf may lay the foundation of their guilt 
and misery. Are there any of my readers 
who in their own hearts know this but too 
well ? Has not an unguarded hour at a 
fair, or a race, or other assemblage of people, 
brought about a connexion which has ended 
at last in sin ? Has not the allowance of 
some little improper familiarities, been the 
commencement of many a young woman's 
ruin ? I would speak to you, my sisters. 
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if it were possible, in a voice like thunder, 
that the sound should never cease to ring 
in your ears, and tell you, to avoid the very 
smallest attempts at improper liberties being 
oflfered to you by men. I would entreat 
you to be severely cautious in your looks,, 
and most especially in your words. The 
tongue you know, as I before quoted to you,. 
V is a little member/' but it is often '^ set on 
'^ fire of hell/'* and then kindles aflame 
that will burn you to ashes. Take care 
that your whole behaviour be reserved and 
prudent* You may be taunted or laughed 
at, but your future happiness in life, and 
your eternal salvation are not laughing 
matters. 

There is one point of great importance, 
in which the female servants 6f these times 
seem to be much deceived: I mean con- 

* James iil» 5^ 
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eerning their dress. They often appear to 
fancy, that they cannot make themselves 
ioo^ne, nor expend too much money upon 
clothes. Now in the first place, if you 
knew, how almost every master and mistress 
disliked to see you so far forgetting your 
proper station, as to trt/ to appear as well 
dressed as your betters, you would, if it 
were only for the sake of your own interest^ 
dress yourselves in a manner more be- 
coming your situation. I do not mean to 
say you should neglect your personal ap- 
pearance : by no means. Cleanliness and 
neatness, and outward respectability are ac« 
tually required from a servant : — but more 
than this, makes you ridiculous in the eyes 
of your superiors, and siriful in the sight of 
God. Can this be so ? you will say. Yes 
tmy friends, I will convince you, I hope, 
that dressing beyond your station is sinful. 
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It ia 0mf«l» bteaiuit you mutt by out more 
money than you om» or cught to aSbrd. 
If you have some money to apare^ you ani 
bound to MVeity in order to proride for old 
age or sicknesf^ when you ciln no longer 
work :^«-^you are bound to amist yowpoor 
{mrents or relations, if you hi^pen to hafe 
them : — ^you are bound, serrant though you 
are, to relieve the wants of those who are 
poorer than yourself j and ean all tbia be 
done, if you expend in ranity and dress 
the principal part, or the whole of your 

* The establishment of Savings* Banks in almost 
erery town in the kingdom, affords to servants an 
exeeUent method of laying up their spare money. 
But the Institution of Friendly Societies upon 
a new and improved plan, offers the inost desiflibl^ 
means to a servant of providing for sickness and 
old age. By contributing a smaU sum monthly ; a 
weekly payment during illness, an annuity after the 
fige of 65, and a strai of money at death, may tiros 
be secured. 
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mnrings? Do you tfaink that tb^ word df 
God iviH f»Iy wiiich gays^ ** if atly provide 
^ tK>t for ills own, and 9|^ciflUy fist those of 
** his own hooae, he hath 4efA6d the faith, 
^ and if worse than an Infidel ? ''* And has 
abown yon the exatnple of the ant, that lays 
up in tummer for the winter.t Is the 
command o^ Christ by his Apostle to be 
diio'eganled) which says^ that ** women mn^t 
** adorn tltemselves in modest apparel, ^':t 
not with the *< outward adoriiiiig of plaiting 
** the faanr, and wearing of gold, and pnt- 
^* ting on ofappareli bnt with the oma- 
" nient df a ttteek and quiet spirit, which is 
" in the sight of God, of great price." f| 

But what domes more to my purpose, 
where the disposition to improper dress 
prevails, the heart is too often in a dah- 

♦ 1 Tim. T, 8. f Prov. vi. 6.. 

t 1 Tim. ii. 0. II 1 Pet^r iti. S, 4. 
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gerous state. Where a young woman 
shows by her dress, what are the bad incli« 
nations of her mind, she is running the 
high road to ruin. Fine clothes make you 
think yourselves fine people ; and then you 
expect to be looked at, and admired. Van- 
ity is the surest mark of a want of religion, 
and good principle within* Therefore if a 
young woman wish to be virtuous,— she 
must not only he so, but appear so too. 
You must keep out of danger, and not run 
into it. And if you have any real sense of 
religion and love for God, you will remem* 
ber the great truth contained in the text, 
that " your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost '" and that you must adorn it, not 
with the vain, and often sinful ornaments 
of the world, but as the holy women men- 
tioned in scripture adorned themselves,-— 
'^ with shamefacedness and sobriety," with 
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modesty and bash fulness ; and ^* (as be- 
Cometh women professing godliness,) with 
good works.*** Boldness and familiarity 
will lead you into sin : they are not con« 
sistent with the religion of Christ. 

Depend upon it, the outward appearance 
and behaviour will generally be a true guide 
to a young person's inward principles. If 
a woman fear God, she will be more care- 
ful to adorn and improve her mind, and get 
a knowledge of her duty and religion, than 
to spend her money upon dress, or her 
time in idle amusement, or in conversation 
with improper persons. - She will chuse 
rather to sit with Mary, at the feet of Jesus, 
than like Martha, to be cumbered with 
much preparation, dressing, and serving.t 

Now what I have spoken to young 
women, will apply also to young men. 
Modesty and steadiness of behaviour, are 

• 1 Tim. iii. 10. f I-«ke xi. 40. 

K 
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as much required from them, as from the 
other sex ; — if they would wish to *' keep 
*' themselves undefiled members of Christ's 
•* Church.*' The temptations you are sur- 
rounded with are great. It is your duty 
not to throw yourselves into greater, by 
frequenting places of improper amusement, 
or keeping company with wicked or disso- 
lute characters whether men or women.* 
What says the wise Solomon, '' The lips of 
*'the strange woman drop as an honey 
** comb, and her mouth is smoother than oil, 
<< but her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp 
'* as a two edged sword, her feet go down 
<< to death, her steps take hold on helL''* 
Do you consider what is the character 
of a seducer ? Do you reflect upon the 

* Erom the accounts given in the public papers, 
of men convicted of crimes and felonies, it appears 
that by far the greater number of these unfortunate 
persons, have been led into, or confirmed in their 
wicked courses, by their connection with abandoned 
women. • Prov.v. 3. 
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enormity of its guilt ? Not only do you de- 
file your own soul and body, but ruin the 
soul and body of another, and are made 
partaker of her sins.t Is there a young 
man that reads this who has now in his 
heart purposes of sin ? Is there one who 
is meditating this deadly crime, and con- 
triving the ruin of some, yet innocent, fe- 
male ? ** Know then, that your body is 
" the temple of the Holy Ghost'*— the 
dwelling of God^s spirit. Stop, before you 
have defiled it ! stop, before you have the 
guilt of two souls to answer for : " for two 
** says he, shall then be one flesh !'' stop, 
before the sentence is passed upon you, 
<* that he who defileth the temple of God, 
" HIM WILL God destroy.** 

This is the spiritual punishment. If 
you look merely at the worldly inconve- 
nience, even this you may expect as the 

t See 1 Cor. vi. 16. 

k2 
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reward of this deadly sin. Your character 
must suffer : and one day perhaps, your 
conscience will be revenged upon you, and 
speak too loud to be disregarded. 

I will leave then this awful doctrine upon 
your minds, and I hope also deeply written 
upon each of your hearts, " that your body 
<* is the temple of the Holy Ghost, which 
<* is in you, which ye have of God : and ye 
" are not your own, for ye are bought with 
« a price ; therefore glorify God in your 
** body, and in your spirit which are God's." 

THE PRAYER- 

O Almighty God, who alone canst order the 
unruly wills and affections of sinful men, grant us 
the help of thy spirit ; that, our hearts and all onr 
memhers, heing mortified from aU worldly and 
carnal lusts, we may keep our hodies in temperance, 
soberness, and chastity, and in aU things obey thy 
blessed will ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen^ 
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PROVERBS xxvii. 8* 

As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is a 
man that wandereth/rom his place. 

UNDER this beautiful similitude, 
Solomon shows the folly and unprofitable- 
ness of a roving and unsettled disposition. 
As a bird that wanders away from her 
nest» and leaves her young ones to starve 
and perish, not knowing whither she is 
going, nor having any settled place of 
abode ; — so is the person who, unsatisfied 
with his situation, roves about from one 
place to another, remaining long in none. 
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He makes no friends, he gains no good 
viiW, he is disregarded by strangers: he 
does no good to his family : he makes no 
provision for age or infirmity : he lays up 
no treasures of religious consolation against 
the hour of death. Restless and uncom- 
fortable in his heart, he lives without re- 
spect, and dies unregretted. In short, ** as 
<< a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is 
** a man that wandereth from his place/' 

If the Proverb be true of people in ge- 
neral, it is particularly true with regard to 
servants. The servant that often changes 
his place, like the bird that wandereth from 
her nest, secures no advantage to himself 
either in point of profit, or of character ; 
but by degrees gains such unsettled habits, 
that he can rest long in no place. The 
bird flies here and there, uncertain where 
to go i it has led its home, where it was qf 
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use, but now it is unprofitable to any one, 
and uncomfortable to itself. 

There is nothing so well known as the 
value which masters and mistresses set 
upon servants, who have remained for a 
length of time in the same place. It seems 
strange that of all other persons, servants 
only do not appear aware of this. From 
the conduct of many in this respect, one 
would think that they rather supposed it a 
recommendation to stay but a little time in 
one service. But if you are not well per- 
suaded of the great advantage a servant ob. 
tains, by staying with his employer for many 
years ; let me endeavour by God's help, to 
impress the truth of it upon your minds. 
For I can assure you, that as far as my own 
reading and observation go, I never yet knew 
a cas«, where a servant, whether man or 
woman, had remained for a length of time 
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in the same service, but that servant was 
always looked upon with a respect, and a 
value, far above what many of you would 
imagine. — And indeed it must needs be the 
case. — For only consider. Here, we will 
say, is a servant who has lived in the same 
family fifteen or twenty years — some of 
you may have been as long with your em- 
ployers, or may probably know some that 
have. Well then, look at the manner in 
which such a servant is treated* Do you 
not see a degree of trust and confidence 
placed in that servant, which you do not see 
given to those who have been in the service 
but a short time ? Do you not see the 
affairs of the house, or the farm, or the 
shop, left in a great degree to their guide- 
ance ? and the other servants of the family 
put, in some measure, under their orders ? 
Do you not see their employers pass over 
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many of their faults and failings, which they 
perhaps would not do in others : and this, 
merely because they were old and Jaithful 
servants ? And do you not see more than 
ordinary care and attention paid to such 
old and trusty servants, when sickness or 
age comes upon them ; and they are treated 
in fact, more like relations, than dependants 
of a family ? These are things, I say, 
which may be seen ; and which ought to 
be more attended to, by the younger ser- 
vants, especially. 

I gave you in a farmer sermon, some ac- 
count of the tried and faithful servants 
mentioned in scripture : and pointed out to 
you, how they were respected and beloved, 
not only by their masters, but by the rest of 
the family. For is it not natural, that the 
children of a household, should regard and 
honour those servants^ who were entrusted 
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with the care of them in their childhood, 
and faithfully served their parents ? For 
my own part, I do not know a class of peo- 
plci take the world through, who, without 
exceptioDi are so generally respected and 
beloved, as the old and faithful servants of 
a family. They are looked upon by their 
employers, more likejriends than servants, 
and by the children, now come to years of 
maturity, as their second parents. If this 
be not an honourable distinction, I know 
not what is. And yet it is the reward 
which most certainly awaits every servant 
who remains steadily in his place, without 
encouraging those unsettled desires of 
change, which are the ruin of so many, 
both in their worldly and spiritual affairs. 

For look now at the disadvantages that 
arise to the servant who is fond of change, 
and stays but a short time in any place 
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This person will never be trusted by his 
employers, as entirely as one ^ho has been 
in the place a long time ; nor is it to be 
supposed he should be. A servant must be 
some time in a family, before his character 
can be judged of. He must serve, as it 
were, an appreiittceship for his character^ 
before the same confidence can be placed in 
him, as in one long known. Now, it is 
time only, that can do this. If therefore, 
you no sooner begin to be known to your 
master or mistress, than you are ready to 
change your place ; and act in the same 
manner in the next service you enter, and 
so on : you can never get known ; your 
honesty and fidelity have not time to ap» 
pear ; but, on the contrary, you will always 
be treated, with more or less suspicion : 
at least, you will not have the confidence of 
your employers, because you never give 
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them an oppportunity of knowing whether 
they can trust in you or not. 

But this is not all : these ** wandering " 
servants, as we may call them, are not only, 
not trusted, but they are often suspected of 
doing many improper things, of which they 
are perhaps quite innocent. If there be 
old servants in a house, their honesty, or 
their truth, are never doubted ; they have 
long been proved. But if any thing has 
gone wrong, or if blame is to be laid on 
some one, the new servant, the unknown, 
the strange servant, will generally be sus- 
pected, if not accused. Now all this, how- 
ever hard, is very natural. Then again» 
if a servant wants to get a place, few re- 
spectable families will hire them, or employ 
them without a good character from their 
last master. Now, what character can 
be so strong as when a person can say, * I 
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lived eight, ten, or fifteen years, in my last 
place/ It would hardly be necessary to 
ask another question. 

** As the bird that wandereth from her 

nest/* throws itself out of a home, and 

neglects to provide for its young, trusting 

to chance for its own subsistence : so the 

servant that is fond of change, very seldom 

lays up any provision for old age, or is able 

to assist poor parents or relations. That it 

is every one's duty to make provision for 

their own future maintenance,. and for those 

who depend upon them, is most certain. 

" If any provide not for his own ** says St. 

Paul, " and specially for them of his own 

*' house, he hath denied the faith, and is 

** worse than an Infidel.*** And the idle 

person is desired to ** go to the ant, and 

*^ consider her ways and be wise: for she 

* Tim. V. 8. 
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*^ provideth her meat in the summer, and 
" gathereth her food in the harvest.*** 

It is sometimes made an excuse, I know, 
that servants change their places to get 
higher wages. But it does not follow that 
at the end of the year they are any richer, 
even if they get a little more at the time 
by a change. How often do they spend 
much time unemployed, before they can 
get another place? and then higher wages 
will not make up the difference. And 
how seldom do such persons lay by the ad<- 
ditional sum they may happen to get. I 
believe, if we could know all the facts, that 
a wandering servant who is continually 
changing, seldom is much richer at last, 
even with higher wages, than one who is 

a 

content to remain in the same place, with 
moderate profits. A person fond of change^ 

* ProY. vh 6, 8. 
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is generally fond of expense also. If even 
the additional wages which may be got by 
changing were to be laid by for the future, 
I do not think that the servant would, upon 
the whole, be a gainer. It is not likely 
that a changeable servant would long con- 
tinue to get high wages. But if so, it is 
not probable that such a person would have 
very good notions of managing things, 
when he at length left service. His un- 
settled habits, after being indulged so long, 
would continue ; and then his savings 
would go as quickly as they had been 
brought together. So that as far as mere 
worldly interest goes, the changeable ser- 
vant has a worse prospect, than one who 
continues steadily in the same service. 
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PART II. 

BUT now all that has been said, you 
will perhaps think, relates only to worldly 
affairs, and worldly prudence. A servant 
who stays long in the same service, may 
gain the confidence of his or her employer; 
may be respected by the family ; may lay 
by money to provide for old age or sick- 
ness, or to help an aged parent or relation, 
or assist a poor person : but what has all 
this, you will ask, to do with religion ? 
This is mere worldly advice. — There is not 
a single thing a person does, which may not 
be converted to a religious use. St. Paul 
tells us, that even in eating and drinking 
we may glorify God ; that is, if we eat and 
drink under such rules of temperance and 
thanksgiving as the scriptures require. 
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The steadiness or unsteadiness, there- 
fore, of a servant's character, with respect 
to his earthly master, cannot but have a 
great influence upon his conduct towards 
his master which is in heaven. And it is 
with this view that I have shown it to you 
in this light. The servant who is faithful 
in the things of this world, is most likely 
to be faithful in the things of the next. 
^^ He that is faithful in that which is least, 
" is faithful also in much. If, therefore, 
** ye have not been faithful in the unrighte- 
" ous mammon, who will commit to your 
" trust the true riches ? And if ye have 
** not been faithful in that which is another 
" man's, who shall give you that which is 
" your own ?"* If, as a bird that wanders 
from her nest, a servant is continually 
moving from his place ; is it probable he 

* Ldike xvi. 10, 
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will be a cheerful, steady, and constant 
worshipper and servant of that God ^' with 
*^ whom there is no variableness, neither 
*? shadow of turning."* If he do not be- 
have so as to gain respect and love from his 
employer and his family ; and for the sake 
of his fidelity and long service, have his faults 
and failings borne with^ and overlooked — 
is he likely, at the last great day, to receive 
the commendation of his Lord and Master 
Jesus Christ, and hear that joyful sentence. 
Well done good and faithful servant; 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, 
I will make thee ruler over many things, 
<« enter thou into the joy of thy Lord ?'*t 
Or will the careless, the extravagant, and 
wandering servant, who, instead of laying 
by in a safe place, a provision for the future, 
desires large wages, merely to spend them 

* James i. 17. f Matt. xxv. 21. 






upon his own follies and sins — will such a 
servant be a likely person to take much 
pains in ** laying up for himself treasures 
^* in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
** can corrupt, nor thieves break through 
" and steal ?"* 

Now, I say, these two kinds of characters 
cannot well be united together. In short, 
we never do see them united. The person 
who is dishonest or unfaithful, cannot be re- 
ligious : the person who is discontent and 
changeable, cannot be religious : the person 
who, after long service, does not gain respect 
and confidence from his employer, cannot be 
religious : the servant who provides not for 
his parents, or for his old age, or, at least 
endeavour conscienciously to do so, cannot 
be religious ': because true Christian reli* 
gion would cure all these faults. The 

♦ Matt. vi. 20. 



212 

servant who is a sincere disciple of Jesus 
Christ, will learn, with St. Paul, ** in what- 
" ever state he is, therewith to he content,'^ 
and therefore will be no lover of change. 
He will gain the respect, and the love, and 
the forbearance of his employer and his 
family, by his fidelity and diligence ; and 
his failings and errors will be overlooked : 
and, therefore, he will be more likely to 
receive the approbation of his Saviour, who 
will forgive his sins. He will not spend 
idly and sinfully the savings of his labour, 
but provide for old age; and have some- 
thing to give to those who deserve it at his 
hands, his aged parents and relations, or 
any that are in need. • For he will " re- 
*^ member the words of the Lord Jesus, 
'* who said, it is more blessed to give than 
" to receive."* 

* Phil. iv. 11, t Acts XX, 35. 
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Thus then, my friends, you perceive that 
how little soever all the circumstances of a 
servant's conduct may, at first sight, have 
to do with religion; they are, and they 
must be, closely connected with it. And 
I hope, by God's help, I have convinced 
you, how much it is against the worldly 
interest of any of you, to be fond of chang- 
ing your places; and most especially, how 
much your religious principles ^nd oondnct 
will be likely to suffer, by a discontented 
changeable disposition. 

But as there are always many circum- 
stances happening, which make it necessary 
for servants to change ; let me give you a 
few directions to guide you in so important 
a matter. 
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PART III. 

WHEN you are about to enter 
service, consider, in the first place, that 
you are now going * to do your duty in that 

* state of life, unto which it hath pleased 

* God to call you/ You are now setting 
tm^4»Jifa^ The world is now before you, 
and you are going to show whether you 
mean to live the life of a Christian, and 
endeavour to gain that heaven where your 
Saviour is, or whether you intend to disre- 
gard all those obligations, which you took 
upon you at your baptism ; and to reject 
religion, and eternal happiness. I know 
that the greatest number of servants do not 
consider any thing about this, either one 
way or the other, when they go out to 
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servicb* But I am not talking here, of 
what it is the common practice, but of 
what it is the bminess and duti/ of servants 
to think of. 

It 'must surely be a very serious thing, 
ivhen you set out in life as a servant, to 
consider, whether you are likely so to ** pass 
'* through things temporal, as finally not 
" to lose the things eternal." Whether 
you ar6 begiinning your journey to heaven, 
or to hell. Aiid every servant must know, 
or ought to know, that his eternal salvation 

through Jesus Christ depends upon the 
manner in which he does his duty as a 
servant ^^ unto the Lord, atid not unto 
•• man ** 'only. If this point were consi- 
dered as well as its importance requires, we 
should see young persons looking tno^*e par- 
ticularly to their own* hearts and conduct ; 
and seriously thinking how they might best 
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serve their earthly employersj and so bring 
down upon themselves the blessings of God. 
Let a young servant then, make some 
such reflections with himself as these. 'I am 
now leaving the home of my youth : I am 
going into the world, and among strangers. 
I know that as I do my duty to my master, 
I shall gain or lose the favour of God. 
Am I then resolved to pray to God, for 
his grace and assistance to enable me to 
*' show all good fidelity/' and serve my 
employer, '^ not with eye service as men 
*' pleasers, but in singleness of heart— 
" fearing God?"* In short, am I now 
going to live like the good, honest, 
pious Christian I promised to be at my 
Baptism — or am I about to conduct myself 
carelessly and idly, and to endanger my 
immortal soul ? These are questions which 

• Cor. iii. 22. 
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all young servants should put to themselveSj 
that they may be sure what are their in- 
tentions when they begin life. 

In the next place, let a servant gejt 
some knowledge of the situation he is 
going to ; and, if possible, let him endea- 
vour to be taken into a family, or under a 
master, who really and truly serves and 
worships God. I do not mean that ser- 
vants should set themselves up for judges 
of other people's conduct. For this, 
neither they, nor any others have, in gene- 
ral, any right to do. But I mean, that to 
the servant who is well aware that he is 
labouring not for this life only, but for 
another that is to last for ever } it will 
prove a great comfort and advantage, to go 
into a household, where he may receive 
assistance and instruction in his religious 
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duties. This is a point which, iinfbrtu* 
nately, is too little considered by heads of 
families. And, no doubt, many of the 
sins of which servants are guilty, will be 
laid also to their employers' account, from 
their not having given them such timely 
checks and warnings, as, by God's grace, 
might have prevented them falling into sin. 
However, my business at present is not with 
the heads of families, but with the servants 
themselves. 

Should you have the good fortune to be 
taken krto a pious and religious family, 
consider well the happiness you enjoy. 
Make diligent use of all the helps that are 
given, £ov learning your spiritual duties, 
and for worshipping God, both in the 
family, and in the church. For no Christ- 
ian fimily will ever think of depriving their 
servants of the benefit offamih/ devotion^ 
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any motie than of die pi:ri>Uc service of the 
ChuFcfa* 

When in a place of liiis kind, remenher 
that you are not fulfilling your duty, unless 
you make a proper return to God and 
your master for all these benefits, by ap- 
plying youi*self, diligently and earnestly, 
^'to please your employer well in all 
'< things/' This thought will make you 
rery careful in your conduct. And as you 
now have no impediment to prevent you 
from ^' working out your own salvation,^ 
so you will take care, that you will not, by 
changing your place, run any risk of losing 
the advantages you already possess. 

Should you, however, be placed in a ser- 
vice where religion is neglected or held 
cheap, this will not always be a good excuse 
for changing* You will then have to bring 

your own religious principles into play; 

L 2 
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you will have to resist the temptations to 
sin, which you will see about you ; you will 
be obliged to be more earnest and constant 
in prayer, and more resolute in your en- 
deavours to serve God both in private and 
fmblic ; to disregard all sneers and mock- 
.ery to which you will be liable^ for 
being so strict in your conduct ; you 
will be .more cautious not to be guilty of 
:any foolish talking or profaneness, or lewd* 
jiess or dishonesty, by which you will cer- 
tainly bring yourself and your reh'giou into 
disgrace ; for then you will be called a 
hypocrite, and Christ's Holy name will 
be dishonoured. 

m 

If you continue thus steady and perse- 
vering, " through evil report and good re- 
** port ;" who can tell, but that through 
divine grace, you may be made the blessed 
jistrument of God, in bringing the family 
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you serve to the knowledge " of the truth 
" as it is in Jesus/* You will remember, 
tliat Naaman the Syrian General, was 
healed of his disorder, and converted to the 
true religion, by means of a little Hebrew 
girl that waited upon his wife.* It was ^ 
''faithful servant, and a devout soldier** 
that brought the joyful news to the Roman 
Centurion, of his faith being accepted by 
the Saviour of the world. 

When a servant feels an inclination to 
change* let him ask himself— What is the 
reason that I wish to leave my place ? Is it 
from whims or restlessness ; or from having 
formed some bad connexion } or that I 
may be more idle, or more at liberty to 
follow my own inclinations ? Is it because 
I find my present service so strict that I 
cannot neglect my work, or mix in bad 

♦ 2 Kings V. 



company, or commit bad actions, without 
being called to account by my employer ? 
Is it because I am kept more strictly to my 
religioua duties: than I like, and am eoa^ 
▼ineed, that because I cannot worship God, 
and follow my ^mn evil inclinations at the 
same time, without feeling uncomfortidble, 
I theref(M*e, for this reason, am resolved to 
throw off restraint, and indulge my corrupt 
nature without controul ? 

If every servant were to pot these ques- 
tions fairly and honestly to himself, when 
he wished to change his pkce, he would 
find that very frequently, some one or 
other of these motives was the real cause ; 
and not the plea of getting more wages, or 
an easier place, which is so frequently 
given. Even if a servant feel some mcon- 
venience or hardship in a service, he is not 
to be hasty. Bad as it may be, — he mat/ 
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go into a worse : and sometimes a place of 
this kind, may by God's blessing bring 
young persons to their senses, and show 
them the value of true reli^on more pow- 
erfully, than those situations where they 
are better treated, or where they are left 
more to their own ways* 

I will conclude with repeating to you an 
old but common proverb, which comes 
much to the same point as the words of 
my text; and which is true in matters of 
religion, as well as in those of the world : — 

** A ROLLING STONE GATHERS NO MOSS:'' 

or, in more scriptural language, ** as a bird 
'* that wandereth from her nest, so is a 
** man that wandereth from his place/' 



THE PRAYER. 

Assist us mercifully, O Lord, in all ^ur under- 
takings, and dispose the way of thy servants to- 
wards the attainment of everlasting salvation 
that among all the changes and chances of this 
mortal life, we may ever be defended by thy most 
gracious and ready help, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Collect in the Ckmtnunian Service. 



SERMON IX. 



ECCLESIASTES ^ 13. 

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter ; 
— Fear God and keep his commandments, for 
this is the whole duty qfman. 

THE sum of all that I have been 
discussing and explaining to t/ou, who are 
servants, is briefly contained in the words 
of my text — " Let us hear the conclusion 
"of the whole matter; — Fear God and 

■ * ' • ' * 

" keep his commandments, for this is the 
" whole duty of man.** This is in fact the 
end of all instruction and preaching : this 
is the design of the Christian Religion, and 
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one of the great reasons why our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, came down from heaven to 
live like a man, that he might teach erery 
one of us '* how we ought to walk and 
to please God/'* This is the great end 
of the parent's instructions to his children ; 
this is the aim of the teacher's lecture, 
and the minister's discourses, that you 
should *^ fear God and keep his command- 
** ments, " because this, in few words, is a 
complete description of *^ the whole duty 
«' of man." 

You will remember, that it was upon 
this principle I set out at the beginning of 
these sermons, by showing you, that in 
order to be a truly good and faithful ser- 
vant, it Is necessary that you should be a 
real and sincere Christian. Without this 
principle of religion within,— a servant 

• 1 Thess. L 4, 
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may be honest, or industrious, and true to 
his employer, so long as he feels it his m« 
terest to be so : — so long as his bread or his 
character in the world depends upon his 
good behaviour. But '* in time of tempta^ 
** tion that servant will fall away/'* There 
is nothing within his breast which makes 
him afraid of offending God^ though it 
would not be convenient for him to oflfend 
man. He has no disKke or hatred to sin for 
its oimi sakCf and because it is odious in 
the sight of God ; he has not the strength 
and assistance which the Holy Ghost affords 
to every true disciple of Jesus Christj 
which will keep him from being led into 
temptation, and protect him against his 
Ghostly enemy the DeviL It is the pri- 
vilege of the Christian only, to be sup- 
ported in all dangers Ghostly and bodily ; 

• Lake tin. U. 
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in all trials of his faith, his honesty, or vir- 
tue, by God's Holy Spirit. They that 
" are none of Christ's," can receive no help 
from him. The main point therefore,— the 
great foundation upon which all the quali- 
fications of a good servant are built, is his 
being really and sincerely a true Christian; 
If he be not planted in Christ, he m ill 
never bring forth the fruits of good living : 
€* if he do not fear God and keep his com- 
mandments," he will not be in all respects 
a faithful servant of man. 

" The fear of the Lord," saith Solomon, 
** is the beginning of knowledge," and it is 
the end of it also, — ^' the conclusion of the 
** whole matter ;— fear God and keep his 
^^ commandments, for this is the whole duty 
*' of man" Now, let every servant, weU 
consider this. Impress your mind with a 
deep and lasting sense cf ihat Great God 
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who created you, and all things iii the 
world : and recollect, that It is only by 
serving and fearing Him, that you can b^ 
fible to prosper or be truly happy, either 
in this life, or in the life to come. 

The most material point, is to have 
proper notions of God and of religion 
impressed upon your minds, while you are 
young. ** Remember thy Creator in th^ 
*• days of thy youth^^ says the same holy 
and wise Solomon. That is the time when 
the first seeds of Christ's religion are best 
sown in the heart :-— *^* and in an honest 
'' and good heart, they will bring forth 
•* fruit to perfection.*'* Most thankful 
ought we of this nation to be, for the num- 
.berless opportunities we have, of receiving 
the knowledge of our duty, while we are 
young. In no other country of the world 

♦ Liike viii. 15. ' * r 
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are there, in proportion, so many churches, 
or so many schoolv, where both high and 
low may be taught the things which belong 
to their eternal ha^^iness, as in this fa- 
voured land. In almost every parish, the 
children of the poor may, if they please, 
receive the fii'st rudiments of religious 
instruction in those excellent institutions, 
the Sunday Schools. It is generally from 
among the scholars of Sunday Schools, 
that servants are taken : none then can 
say that they have not been able to get 
instruction in the fear of God ; for very 
few indeed there are, who may not, if they 
choose, obtain it. 

How great then is the advantage which 
a young person possesses, who, upon going 
out into service, has, stored up in his 
mind the great truths of the holy rel%ioiif 
which Jesus Christ came into the world to 
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proclaim to sinfttl man ! What a comfort 
must it be to the servant, who has to work 
and labour for his daily bread, to know, 
that, hj means of that blessed reh'gion, he 
IS not actually placed in a worse situation 
of life, than those who have more of the 
good things of the world in their possession 
than himself^ Because the Christian 
knows, that God hath so ordered all things, 
that though there must be different ranks 
and degrees of men in this world, yet in 
the kingdom of Heaven^ there is no dis* 
tinctioD :«— for ^'God is no respecter of 
^* persons, but that he who doeth righte- 
^ ousnesa is,'' through the mercy of Jesus 
Christy ^* accepted of Him."* So that the 
meanest, or poorest person, whatever his 
station or place may be, has the same op- 
portunity of being saved, as the richest 

* Acts z. S4. 
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tord» or the mightiest monarch, if only he 
'' fear God and keep his commandments." 
The rich and wicked Dives, we know, was 
tormented in hell, while the poor and 
neglected beggar, Lazarus, was carried into 
Abraham's bosom* It is not the station 
of life that God looks at, but onlv how a 
man or woman ^* fears Him and keeps his 
*^ commandments." At the last great day, 
every one shall ^' be judged according to 
" the deeds done in the body." 

If any of you think, that you shall enjoy 
greater happiness and pleasure by neglect- 
ing God's service, and following only your 
own corrupt will and inclinations, you will 
find yourself grievously mistaken. The 
inspired Apostle, St. Paul, has expressly 
said, ** Godliness is profitable unto all 
^< things, having promise of the life that 
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** now is, and of that which is to come."* 

Godliness, or rehgion, is profitable in every 

situation, and in all circumstances of life; 

and most especially to those who are in a 

low station. Godliness is their riches who 

are poor in this world : it is their fortune , 

who have no other inheritance. 

When a young person, therefore, goes. 

out to place, it is of the utmost consequence 

that you should be impressed with a lively 

sense of religion. If you shall have had 

the good fortune to have been instructed 

in a Sunday or other school, you will be 

acquainted with the great doctrines of the 

Christian Faith. You will have learnt 

(whether you have been at school or not) 

the Church Catechism. And if you know 

thiSi you will be in possession of the prin« 

cipal points of Christianity. You will learn 

* 1 Tim. iv. 8, 
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from it, that yon •• were by nature bom in " 
•• sin and the children of wrath '*— and 
that, by the Holy Saerament of Baptism, 
which was ordained by Christ himself, you 
hare been regenerated or bora again ; made 
8 member of Christ's family, the Chnrch ; 
the child of God; and an mheritor of 
the kingdom of hearen. You wiH be 
taught by the Creed, or Belief, the chief 
troths of the Christian religion: and 
** learn to believe in God the Father, who 
*^ made you and all the world; in God the 
** iSon, who redeemed you and all mankind ; 
*^ and in God the Holy Ghost, who sancti- 
^^fieth you, and all the elect people of 
*^ God/* The Catechism also takes care 
to instruct you in the commandments of 
God; in all those things which God re- 
quires to be done by those who profess to 
believe in him, and to fear him. For if 
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you fear him, yoa will keep his coHiniand* 
meats. You will be taught, yery plainly, 
that there are two principal things to be 
leanit from the Commandments — ^your 
duty towards God, and your duty towards 
your neighbour. Your duty towards God 
is ** to believe in him, to fear him, and to 
^ love him, with all your heart, and soul, 
^* and strength.'^ This Solomon calls, 
briefly, the fear of God. Your •• duty to 
^^ your neighbour is do unto all men as 
^ you would they should do unto you/' 

Now you are particularly reminded, in 
the Catechism, that you cannot do all these 
thingsT of yourselves, that you cannot fear ' 
God and keep his commandments, '* with- 
**out His special grace}'' which grace, 
God has expressly said, he will give to 
those who sincerely ai^ him. Therefore the 
church, in the Catechism, teaches the 
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young Christian to pt'ay for the assistance 

C|f God's Holy Spirit, without which, we 

''can do nothing." And because every thing 

belonging to man, or that is done by him,. 

partakes of infirmity, so that even our 

very prayers are imperfect: the youthful 

disciple of Christ is instructed by his holy 

church, to use always that divine prayer,' 

which the Saviour of the world taught us, 

and desired us to follow — and which, from 

him, is called the Lord's prayer. This 

prayer contains, in a short compass, every 
thing we can want, or can ask from God. 

So that, you see, the young person who 
goes out to service, knowing well the Cate- 
chism, is acquainted with all that a Christ- 
ian ought to believe ; all that he ought to 
do; and how he ought to pray. He is 
acquainted with the great leading points of 
the Christian faith. For the Catechism 
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contains the substance — ^the pith and marrow 
of the whole bible. So that, knowing this 
well and thoroughly, you can never be at 
a loss to know what is your duty, either 
towards God, or man. If a young servant, 
in addition to this, be able to read, which 
every child in these days may be, if their 
parents will only allow them, he will have 
the treasures of the Holy Scriptures laid 
open to him. There you may read, and 
see more at large, all those important 
doctrines and commandments, which are 
contained shortly and briefly in the Cate- 
chism. 

The great misfortune is, that young 
persons are not aware how much they 
know, when they have well learnt their 
catechism. They too often only repeat it 
to their instructors ; and afterwards think 
po more abou{; it. But this is , a gredt 
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nnstake ; because, by committiDg the short 
catechism to memory; it was intended that 
you never should forget it all your lives. 
But that when you wanted to know, in any 
particular case, what you were to do, you 
should refer to it ; and then, if you are 
able to read, turn to such parts of scripture 
as will explain it more fully. So that this 
short and beautiful system of instruction^ 
given in the catechism, is never to be for- 
gotten by any one who has learnt it. 

Having then, by these means, learnt 
what is the fear of God, let the young 
servant enter upon his service, with earnest 
prayer for the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit, that he may be enabled to ^' do hit 
^< duty in that atate of life, unto which it 
** hath pleased God to call him/' 

Should it be your happiness to enter 
a family, where the worship of God is duly 
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and ttkhfully obsenred; be thankful for 
aicli a besiefit, and endeavour to profit by iU 
in jxnprxmng yoursdf m the knowledge of 
your duty, and in the practice of it also. 
Most particularly obflerve, that you do not, 
e&cept for some very great and urgent 
reason, neglect the pablic service of the 
•church. Families maff be so regulated, 
that all the servants can have the opportu- 
nity of attending church every Sunday. 
Where this cannot be done, the servants 
imy at least take it by turns. Indeed, in 
ifiunilies fearing God, a servant will not be 
permitted to be absent. If you do not 
wish and desire to serve your heavenly 
Master, your Christian master or mistress 
will not keep such a person in their service. 
But in cases where the heads of families 
despise or neglect the public worship of 
God ; who have no £unily devotion nor 
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instruction; who not only endanger their 
own souls, but are guilty of injuring the 
souls of their servants : in such families, I 
say, a servant has a much more difficult 
task to perform. The great danger in this 
case iS| that a young and thoughtless person 
will take advantage of the bad example 
thus set before them^ and say, ^ My su- 
'periorsi iny master or mistress, do not 
' trouble their heads about religion. They 

* appear to go on very well in the world. 
< I do not see why I need be more partf- 

* cular than they are. Besides, I get good 
' wag^s : and if I refuse to break the sab- 

* bath day — if I dont do what my master 
^ wants me, instead of going to church, 

* and improving myself in religious know* 

* ledge, I shall lose my place.' But let me 
remind this servant, that he has a master, in 
heaxier^ whom he must fear to offend, much 
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more than his earthly employer. Which 
18 of most importance, the happiness of 
heaven, or of earth ? Which is the most 
desirable, heaven or hell ? This is one of 
the things that a Christian servant has to 
contend against. This is one of the temp* 
tations he must resist; and especially^ 
because it is a temptation that is agreeable 
to our corrupt nature. For people in gene- 
ral are but too apt to lay hold of the flim- 
siest excuses, for not doing their duty 
towards God. 

Let, therefore, the servant of an unbe- 
lieving master, respectfully, but steadily 
insist upon being allowed the privilege of 
every Christian, to worship God in his holy 
church, on his holy day. And if this be 
denied you, then I would advise you to 
leave that service, and seek for one where 
God was feared and worshipped. At the 

M 
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siame time>. aa I dbserred ia my last sermois, 
the want of religion in a master, is not 
always to be a cause of leaving his sepvice. 
I should imagine that, in this free country, 
there ia no man who would venture or wish 
to refuse his servants liberty to attend the 
public service of the church. It is chiefly 
in neglect of domestic religion, and family 
devotion, and by the prophanation of God's 
holy namcj and disregard of things sacred, 
that the generality of the heada of families 
are guilty. In such cases, it becomes the 
duty of a Christian servant, to ^ow the 
ipalue of his religion. How did God bless 
the heathen Fliaraoh's house, for the sake 
of his rel%ious servant Joseph? The 
Apostle also commands that servants should 
.be obedient ** not only to good and gentle, 
•'but also to the froward/* **that the 
}' name of God and his doctrine be not 
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Utt^emed/' For if a person were to 
be a worse senrant because he was a Christ- 
ian, thea, indeed, would our religion be 
evil spoken of. Every man is more or less 
a sinner: every one has infirmities and 
&ilings» A Christian servant must not, 
therefore, think that his master will be a 
perfect being, any more than himself. But 
he must make allowance for his failings ; 
tdcing care that he does his own duty to 
him, conscientiously and truly, '^ showing 
*^ all good fidelity, as unto the Lord, and 
** not unto man.'** 

There is another point which it is neces- 
sary I should impress upon your attention, 
and one which, unfortunately is but too 
little considered. It is frequently thought 
sufficients even by more serious peoplei 
that their servants should be aDowed to go 

• TituB ii. 10. 
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to church ; but there is no desire expressed^ 
or care taken, as to their being partakers of 
the Holy Communion of the Lord's supper. 
And servants themselves are often very care- 
less and negligent on this subject* But 
let me tell you, my friends, what a great 
and serious neglect of your Christian duty 
this is. We were commanded by oar 
blessed Saviour, when he was about to die 
for our sins upon the cross, to observe that 
sacred ordinance, to perform that holy cere- 
mony, ** in remembrance of Him,'' in 
order that we might ^show forth our faith 
in the redemption he purchased for us by 
his precious blood, and offer our continual 
thanksgiving for the benefits obtained to us 
by his death, until his coming again to 
judge the world } or, as the catechism ex- 
presses it, '* The Sacrament of the Lord's 
^< supper was ordained for the continual 
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** remembranee of the sacrifice pf the death 
<^ of Christ, anid of the benefits whereof 
*^ we are partakers thereby*'* It is by 
partaking of this holy feast, that you show 
youi^ves to be, indeed. Christians. It ia 
by its means, that you receive the blessings 
and benefits which Christ offisrs to those 
who eat his flesh and drink his bloody of 
which the brea^ and wine are signs or 
figures. 

Do you think that any of you would 
have refused to sit down with our Lord 
and his Apostles at the last supper, if I>e 
himself had invited you? Surely not. 
Would any servant refuse to sit down at 
his master's table if he desired it, and 
earnestly pressed you to do so ? I think 
not. Then what must be said of those 
servants who refuse to accept the invitation 
of their Saviour and Redeemer, and turp[ 
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their backs upon his holy table ? It must 
be from actual ignorance of your own 
eternal interests ; or because you are de- 
termined to continue in the practice of 
some sin, which you are not willing 
to leave off. Are you not there put upon 
a level with the greatest and highest 
man upon earth ? May you not there 
receive as great blessings from your Saviour? 
It can be nothing less than madness to 
neglect it. 

And as the catechism supplies you with 
information, upon the other great points of 
Christianity^ so does it also teach you, very 
plainly and shortly, the nature of the 
Christian sacraments. It tells you that 
Baptism is the holy act by which you were 
admitted into Christian religion, by which 
you are, through the means of water and the 
Holy Ghost, regeneratedi bom again^ and 
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made members of Christ, children of God, 
and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. 
And as you are thus made a Christian, 
so are you constantly to prove to the world 
that you continue to be one, by partaking of 
the other Sacrament of the body and 
blood of Christ : for it was ordained " for 
*• the continual remembrance of the sacri- 
** fice of the death of Christ.* 

Having said so much upon the public 
worship of God, it will I hope, hardly be 
necessary to remind you of the great ne* 
cessity of private prayer. When your 
blessed Redeemer taught you to pray for 

* Should you have any doubts or difficulties on the 
subject of the Lord's Supper, it is your duty to ap- 
ply to the Minister of your parish, for advice and 
assistance. He will always be glad to explain what- 
ever may seem to you difficult or unintelligible ; and 
he invites you, in the notice he g^ves in Church for 
the Communion, to bring your doubts and scruples 
to him. 
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your daily bread, be intended tbat you 
should daih/ pray for it. If you ** can do 
** nothing without him/' aurely the least 
that can be expected from you is, that you 
ask for his help and assistance. And what 
day or moment of your life, are you not ia 
need of this ? Are not God's mercies and 
blessings renewed to you every day ? and 
is it not in Him, and in ** Him alone that 
'^you live and move, and have your 
'* being ?''* Can you expect to prosper in 
the work of your hands; can you evan 
hope to be kept in bodily safety and health, 
without daily o&ring up your prayers to 
the giver of all good, that He would Uess, 
preserve, and '^ keep you, in all dangenr 
ghostly and bodily ?'' 

It is then by means like these, that the 
Christian servant will show, that he fears 

* Acts xvii. 38. 
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God: that he knows the pdrpose for which 
he was sent into this world* It is thus in 
all faithfulness, that you will " remember 
** your Creator in the days of your youth j" 
and as you increase in years, will increase 
in holiness and piety ; the surest way to 
obtain the favour both of God and man. 

With the fear of God, will follow the keep- 
ing of his commandments. It is the 
Christian servant only, who will be enabled 
to ** show all good fidelity, obeying in 
*^ all things your masters according to the 
• * flesh, not with eye service, as men plea- 
sers, but in singleness of heart fearing 
God.** You will not only be honest 
yourself, but you will take care, as far as you 
are able, that all around you are honest 
also. You will not defraud your employer 
of his property : you will not rob him of 
his time. 
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If you are a servant who fear God^ you 
will << keep your body ia temperaBce^ so* 
'^ bemesft, and chaBtity*'' As young men^ 
you will be cautious to avoid all bad com- 
pany, all debauched societies, all places^ 
and public houses, where gaming or drink* 
ing, or other immoralities are practised* 
These will bring upon you poverty^ and 
rags, and ruin both of body and soul. 

The young women will be chaste, sober 
minded, *' adorning yourselves with abame«» 
facedness and modesty;" BOt pending 
your time or your money, in dressing or 
adorning yourselves beycmd your proper 
station, and laying out those savings in 
sinful vanities^ which might provide for 
your old age, or help an aged relation in 
distress. You will keep a most cautious 
reserve and distance from all places, and dl 



peopi^y by which your character for virtue 
and chastity may be injured. 

The pious servant will ** keep his tongue 
** from evil speaking, lying, and slander- 
*'ing/' and talk of no person's business 
but his own. You will endeavour to make 
a decent provision for old age, that you 
may not be burthensome to any one. You 
will be no lover of change, but steadily 
and faithfully strive to do your duty to 
your employer ; and consider, that your 
own perverse and proud temper, or neglect^ 
or idleness, is often more in fault, than any 
unreasonableness in your master. You 
wilHastly, "hold you fast by God, and put 
** your trust in the living God." You will 
consider him as your real master: and 
whatsoever you do, you will ** do it as unto 
** the Lord, and not merely as unto man : 
** knowing that of the Lord, you shall re- 



^'ceive the reward of the inheritance/' 
For thus will you truly ^* serve the Lord 
** Christ/' In one word» you will "fear 

*^GOD AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, 
" FOR THIS IS THE WHOLE DUTY OP MAN/' 



THE PRAYER. 

Prerent* us O Lord, in all oar doings with thy 
most gracious favour, and furtherf us with thy 
continual help : that in all our works, begun, con- 
tinued and ended in Thee, we may glorify thy holy 
name, and finally by thy mercy, obtain everlasting 
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 
Collect in Communion Servicf, 

* PszTiVT, here meaoB, tO£io before^ aod not to hhubr,m h 
U eommonlv uied. 

f FiTftTHEft, sigoifiet to auUij to proiper.^^U God bj hit Holf 
Spirit go, M it were before us, in all our doings, wfaatcrcr w« wi- 
dertake will be made effectual to our spiritual prosperitj. 
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